
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
WEDNESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 9, 2020

READ:  ACTS 8:4-8

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Philip went down to a city in Samaria. There he preached about the Christ.” - Acts 8:5

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

With the execution of Stephen, the gospel message will be scattered throughout all the land. Saul and the other Pharisees 
thought by killing Stephen; they would stop the spread of Jesus’ message. Yet, the opposite happened. All believers in the gos-
pel left Jerusalem and scattered out across the surrounding areas and shared Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. Despite 
Saul’s efforts, God’s Word spread. 

Phillip, a recent convert, fled Jerusalem and landed in Samaria. Before he died, Stephen proclaimed the universality of God’s 
love for all men. The gospel is for all people, Jew, and Gentile. Phillip may have been the first missionary to take the gospel to 
Samaria. It is interesting to me that as the gospel began to spread, it first applied to the Samaritans. The Jews and Samaritans 
hated each other. The Jews saw them as a mongrel group of half-Jews outside the Covenant of the chosen people. Yet, God 
decided to send Phillip first to the Samaritans then to a Gentile, an Ethiopian, who feared God but was not a Jew! The clear 
message is the gospel is for everyone! Ethnicity does not concern God, nor should it affect us! We are to love God and love 
others.  

Throughout history, every significant advancement of Christianity happens due to the genuine witnessing of ordinary believ-
ers. Persecution scattered the early church. As the “scattered ones went everywhere witnessing,” the gospel marched across 
the Roman Empire. A layman led the first recorded revival outside Jerusalem in Samaria! Today, after gathering in church on 
Saturday or Sunday, modern transportation and communication scatter our members across the neighborhoods that surround 
us. What a revival would sweep the state line if today, “the scattered ones went witnessing!”  Who are you reaching out to with 
the gospel?

• What prejudices were you raised with?

• How is the gospel breaking through those prejudices in your life?

• What was your primary motivation in first receiving Christ as Savior?

•  What is your primary motivation for continuing in the faith?

• When you feel persecuted for your faith do you got more bold to share your faith or do you tend to hide?  
Why? 

FURTHER READING:  GALATIANS 1

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Faithfully sharing,  

Pastor Randy


