
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
MONDAY:  OCTOBER 5, 2020

READ:  ACTS 12:1-19

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “So Peter was kept in prison. But the church prayed hard to God for him.”

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The story goes like this: the warden in a Midwest prison sent a message to all the inmates asking for suggestions on the kind 
of party they’d recommend celebrating the prison’s 25th anniversary. It was unanimous every prisoner had the same idea—an 
OPEN HOUSE.

I am not sure Peter had a celebration or an open house in mind as he was arrested and thrown in prison that day. Herod 
Agrippa was the nephew of Herod Antipas, who had John the Baptist beheaded and Jesus killed, was following the family 
tradition by putting James to death and having Peter arrested. The Herod’s being Edomites (from Esau) hated the Jews who like-
wise resented them. Herod knew this, and it was why he persecuted the church out of loyalty to his family traditions. Knowing 
the house of Herod’s reputation, Peter wasn’t expecting much of a warm welcome.    

The Jews were pleased with Herod for killing James. You can only imagine how delighted they were with the arrest of Peter! 
Here is the kicker, though, it was God who had permitted Peter to be imprisoned and placed under heavy guard. I don’t ever 
remember reading anywhere about Peter being a big, muscular man able to fight his way out any situation. Nevertheless, 
Herod had Peter surrounded by 16 Roman soldiers who probably could have killed Peter with their thumbs. The question for 
me is, “why?” If you will recall, this is not Peter’s first visit to a prison. The last time Peter was in jail, someone “mysteriously” 
released him, and Herod wasn’t going to let it happen again.  

More important than the background story is the turning point. The turning point in the story is the phrase “but prayer.” We 
must never underestimate the power of prayer! We must be a praying people, a praying church! It was the power of prayer 
that enlisted the hand of God to move through His angel to free Peter from prison while sleeping and chained to 
two Roman soldiers. Peter was able to calmly and peacefully rest amid such trial because he knew God was in control, and 
the church was praying! He also knew that Herod could not kill him. God had promised Peter he would live to be an older 
man and die on a Roman cross. God provided Peter with peace and rest. He will do the same for us. Warren Wiersbe writes, 
“It is good to know that, no matter how difficult the trials or how disappointing the news, God is still on the throne and has 
everything under control. We may not always understand His ways, but we know His sovereign will is best.”

• What is the most astonishing thing you have ever seen God do?

• What do we learn of the character of Herod from our text?

• Why did his choice to arrest Peter please the Jewish leaders?

• Why do you think Herod wanted to arrest Peter? Have him killed?

• What does this teach you about how to handle persecution and opposition for your faith?

FURTHER READING:  ACTS 4

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Growing in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


