
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
TUESDAY:  JULY 28, 2020

READ:  JAMES 2:1-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “My brothers and sisters, you are believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ…” -] James 2:1

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

I want us to stop and think about the words of James in the first part of verse one for moment.  Many commentators, schol-
ars and other smarter people than me have often been burdened by the fact that James only mentions Jesus by name twice 
throughout his book.  It shouldn’t be about the number of times James mentions Jesus but how he mentions Jesus.  In chapter 
one, verse one, James states: “I serve God and the Lord Jesus Christ” while in chapter two, verse one, he says to you and me, 
“You are believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ.”  It paints a picture for us of a deeply felt spirit of worship directed at Jesus 
who is our Savior and Lord!  James really gives Jesus our Lord the awe and respect he deserves as an example for us.

• We prize Jesus because he is Lord—the sovereign, exalted ruler of the universe.

• We prize Jesus because he is Jesus. This is his human name. Wonder of wonders! The sovereign Lord took our 
humanity and dwelt among us.

• We prize Jesus because he is Christ. This name refers to his office or function. It means ‘anointed one’, and the 
Lord Jesus was anointed by God to discharge a threefold office—prophet, priest and king.  As prophet, he faith-
fully declares the truth of God. As priest, he offered himself as the sacrifice for sinners. As king, he rules over his 
people.

• We prize Jesus because he is the Lord of glory.  He is the Lord from glory who perfectly reflects the glory of God 
and will eventually take his people to share in his glory.

• We prize Jesus because we, by the grace of God, ‘hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ’.  Faith is the means God 
gives by which we apprehend or appropriate who Christ is and what he has done. We know Christ by faith.”

As followers of Christ we all hold him in high esteem regardless of our worldly status.  But those of us who find ourselves poor 
in the things of the world often hold him in even higher esteem because in him we are made rich.  Let me just say there is 
nothing wrong with being rich, that is not what James is pointing out here.  No one is saved based on their wealth or lack of 
wealth.  We are all saved by grace through faith in Christ.  But when we look to the scriptures generally, God has saved more 
poor people than those who were rich.  Luke writes, “Jesus looked at him (Rich Young Ruler). Then he said, “How hard it is for 
rich people to enter God’s kingdom! Is it hard for a camel to go through the eye of a needle? It is even harder for the rich to 
enter God’s kingdom!”  Those that are poor tend to be richer in faith because they have nothing else that is worth more than 
the grace extended to them by faith in Christ!

Christ has come to all as a divine Savior.  It is His divine Glory that saves us.  James is giving us a picture of the divine glory in 
his mention of Jesus.  It is that glorious divine Word that came to us embodied in the Messiah that we do the works that have 
been assigned to us regardless of our status.  Which leads us back to the second part of chapter two, verse 1b: “So treat 
everyone the same.”  James is again reminding us that to be partial is wrong and in fact, it belittles the less fortunate one whom 
we discriminate against, the one more likely to cherish his faith. 

• What event would you be willing to buy “the best seats” to attend?

• What third world country or low-income area have you visited?

• What are some ways people show favoritism?

• When has favoritism hurt you?

• How does God look at favoritism?

• Why would the poor be rich in faith?

FURTHER READING:  LUKE 18

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication


