
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
WEDNESDAY:  OCTOBER 14, 2020

READ:  LUKE 16:19-31

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Abraham said to him, ‘They do not listen to Moses and the Prophets. So they will not be con-
vinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” - Luke 16:31

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

As the story goes, Lord William Russell, when on the scaffold about to be beheaded, took his watch from his pocket, and gave 
it to Dr. Burnett, who was attending him, and said: “My timepiece may be of service to you. I have no further occasion for it. 
My thoughts are fixed on eternity.” Not sure I would be thinking about my watch at a time like that, hope I never know.  To-
day’s text points our attention to the reality of eternity. Jesus shares a story about a rich man and a beggar named Lazarus.  

In the story, this rich man ‘fared lavishly each day of his life’ with the best of food. While a poor beggar, Lazarus, covered 
with sores, sat at his gate desiring to be fed with crumbs from his table. Eventually, the beggar died and was carried by angels 
to ‘Abraham’s bosom.’ The rich man dies as well and is buried. But then, Jesus shows us their respective places after death—a 
terrifying picture, for we see the rich man in hell, crying out to Abraham even for a drop of water. Lazarus is in heaven with 
Abraham. For some reason, the rich man seemed to think Lazarus might play the part of a servant, to bring him aid, or later vis-
it his brothers. Unfortunately for the rich man, all that was past. The beggar is now blessed in paradise while he faces torment.

Next we notice the fact that there is a ‘great gulf’ that separates them. Please don’t misunderstand what the parable is teaching 
us. It is not true that all the rich will miss heaven or that the poor will always land in heaven. The point is that we see a complete 
reversal of roles between the rich man and the beggar. It is the opposite of what each man experienced on earth. The rich man 
had everything in life, and now what a hopeless picture of his eternity in hell. What an inversion of everything he had known 
on earth! Realizing the chasm that now separates him from God for all eternity with no hope of relief, he wants Abraham to 
warn his brothers. He doesn’t want them to experience the torment he is living with for eternity. But Abraham tells the rich man 
that your brothers have Moses and the prophets and would not listen to them, so there is no way they will believe if someone 
would return to them from the dead.  

From this story, I believe that Jesus wants us to see that heaven and hell are places inhabited by conscious souls at this present 
moment. There are a heaven and hell, and there is no way to get to one from the other once you arrive at your final destina-
tion. There is no purgatory. These states of consciousness are concurrent with life on earth. The story teaches many important 
truths about heaven and hell, death and judgment, and the hungry’s plight in an unfair world. The parable shows us the effi-
ciency of God’s Word. A man did rise from the dead and warn others about hell, yet unless we hear and believe in the truth of 
scripture, neither will we be persuaded.  The final point Jesus makes is this, you better be thinking about where you will spend 
your eternity with urgency! Today could be the day that your life is asked of you. Are you ready? 

• How do the lives of the rich man and Lazarus compare on earth? After death?

• What determines who enters heaven?

• Why do you think the poor man qualifies while the rich man is kept out?

• Why is it so difficult for people to be convinced of God’s ways?

• What do we learn about the afterlife?

• How do you feel about discussing Judgment Day with friends and family? 

FURTHER READING:  REVELATION 19:9-21

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Eternally in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


