
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
TUESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 22, 2020

READ:  HEBREWS 13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Don’t forget to welcome strangers. By doing that, 
some people have welcomed angels without knowing it. - Hebrews 13:1-2

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Allegiance to God is faith. The world will see our faith by the love we display both inside and outside the church’s walls toward 
one another. The writer of Hebrews teaches us that faith demands obedience to God’s Word. He shares several examples of 
how to live with loyalty to God in this final chapter of Hebrews. 

As I get older, I have committed to spend time each week in the gym working out. Paul said that while physical training is essen-
tial, our spiritual health is even more so. One of the hallmarks of spiritual health is love within the faith community that leads 
to hospitality.  (Some call this “spiritual workout” out-working).  Not only are we to have people into our homes, but we are to 
serve and care for those outside our homes. We are to provide care for those in the hospital and prison. We are to stand by 
those who are persecuted, risking persecution ourselves. We are never to forget the price many of our fellow believers world-
wide have paid for their allegiance to Christ. 

Furthermore, our loyalty to God should never produce in us a battle between charity and virtue. All true believers should honor 
marriage. The marriage bed must be kept pure. Verse 4 is clear that God will judge the adulterer and all those who are sexu-
ally immoral. Yet our culture turns a blind eye to those who choose to live together outside the bonds of marriage and glorifies 
marriage other than between one man and one woman. When we compromise on God’s truths, we catastrophically damage 
our witness to the world.   

The next challenge to our allegiance to God is money. These two powerful forces have destroyed many a Christian witness. 
The New Testament gives us plenty of instruction on our use of money and the secret of our contentment. When we can live a 
consistent life in these two areas that our society struggles with, we can be very useful for God’s kingdom.  

Finally, with obedience comes tremendous sacrifice. Our commitment to obey happens due to the sacrifice of time and enthu-
siasm we give in praise and worship. Followed by the call for obedience to our leaders, showing a willingness to accept their 
authority and encourage them in their sometimes, lonely responsibility. Paul challenges us with these words from Romans 12, 
“Brothers and sisters, God has shown you his mercy. So I am asking you to offer up your bodies to him while you are still alive. 
Your bodies are a holy sacrifice that is pleasing to God. When you offer your bodies to God, you are worshiping him. Don’t live 
any longer the way this world lives.”   

In displaying our commitment to God, we must be aware of these challenges and the dangerous influences from outside the 
church. With this challenge, Paul reminds us of the uniqueness of Christ’s death “outside” the city walls, dying in our place, 
bearing the penalty for our sins, becoming a curse for us. In obedience, the least we can do is become living sacrifices for Him. 

• In what areas should “brotherly love” define Christians?

• What consequences are spelled out here for those who show it? Those who don’t?

• What help is offered for those who struggle?

• What are the six areas the writer lists where we should display obedience?

• Which of the six do you do well? Where do you need to work harder?  

• What does v.5 say about priorities when making financial decisions?

• How are we to regard our leaders?

FURTHER READING:  GALATIANS 3:1-14

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Pledging my allegiance to Christ,  

Pastor Randy


