
UNSHAKABLE
TUESDAY:  JUNE 16, 2020

READ:  ACTS 10:9-23

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Peter was still thinking about the vision. The Holy Spirit spoke to him. “Simon,” he said, “three men 
are looking for you. Get up and go downstairs. Don’t let anything keep you from going with them. I have sent them.”  
-Acts 10:19-20

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Throughout the book of Acts, we find a key and reoccurring theme.  It is a theme of sharing and spreading the message of the 
Gospel to every ethnic group found in Jerusalem and to the ends of the earth.  This passage is one of those key moments in 
Acts that illustrates the breaking down of barriers between people groups so that the gospel can be spread. 

Before this could happen, God had to prepare the disciples to be examples of this divine understanding of grace.  God could 
have used angels to deliver His message to lost men, but angels are not able to preach the Gospel to them.  Instead He has 
chosen humans (you and me) to be the channel used to share the divine message of His salvation.  This is not only our privilege 
but our responsibility! 

When we begin to read the text, our first impression is that the message is about food.  Afterall, Peter was shown a vision of 
unclean animals.  These unclean animals were forbidden as food for the Jews and he objected when God said, “Eat.”  The 
text tells us that this back and forth between God and Peter happened three times!  I think if God ever decides to tell me to 
do something audibly, I’m doing it now!  You know Peter.  Anyway, the whole point God was making to Peter was that if God 
made it, it’s clean and good for eating.  Nothing God has made can be “unclean” or “common.”   In addition, God is teach-
ing Peter and all of us here, that we can be very religious by following all of God’s Laws and man’s many “rules” and yet still 
be lost.  Our rituals (church attendance, tithing, serving, etc.) and devotion are not enough.  We need the unmerited grace of 
Christ to be saved.  In other words, we cannot save ourselves.  We need a savior!

Until Jesus came onto the scene the Law of Moses had become a wall between the Jews and the Gentiles.  The wall has been 
torn down by the cross of Christ!  Jews and Gentiles lived like strangers up to this point, but now God changed all that by send-
ing his Son to break through the ethnic barrier that separated them.  Paul talks about this reconciliation in Ephesians 2:14-18 
“Christ himself is our peace. He has made Jews and non-Jews into one group of people. He has destroyed the hatred that was 
like a wall between us.  Through his body on the cross, Christ put an end to the law with all its commands and rules. He wanted 
to create one new group of people out of the two. He wanted to make peace between them.  Here we are given a picture of 
the Kingdom Culture, all nations, from all tribes, peoples, and languages.  With the barrier torn down between them, Peter 
was freed up to lodge three Gentiles in his home and would soon return with them to meet with Cornelius and his entire family.   
Obedience to God makes all the difference.

• As a kid what foods did you refuse to eat? Why?

• Are there any foods today that you still dislike?

• How do you think Peter must have felt when he heard the voice telling him to eat these animals?

• What is the underlying principle given in verse 15? How does it fit with the story of Cornelius?

• What principles or beliefs do you hold that limit your ability to reach out to people “different” from you? 

FURTHER READING:  JONAH 2

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Seeking to obey,  

Pastor Randy


