
UNSHAKABLE
WEDNESDAY:  JUNE 24, 2020

READ:  JONAH 1

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied. “Then it will become calm. I know it’s my fault 
that this terrible storm has come on you.” -  Jonah 1:12

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The prophet Jonah had acted as God’s spokesman when the message was good for his people. But he was unwilling to carry 
a message to an enemy who might do his country harm!  We all know what happens when we make bad decisions right?  
There are always consequences.  Sometimes those consequences are immediate, sometimes they happen further down the 
road.  But they always come.  Jonah had made a bad decision and now he was feeling the consequences. 

I suppose God could have written Jonah off and let him remain AWOL.  I am sure God could have found someone else to 
deliver his message.  But God chose to stay with His runaway!  Jonah has boarded a Phoenician Cruise ship and has taken his 
place below deck hoping God won’t see him as he sails his way to Spain.  A huge storm struck the sea and was pounding the 
ship every which way but loose.  Although the Phoenician’s were known for their skills at sea the crew was terrified!     

Here is where the story not only gets interesting, it gets downright supernatural.  Sometimes God does things big when He 
really wants to get our attention.  This was one of those times.  The storm that was whipping up around them was no normal 
storm. God had hurled a “great wind” on the sea which produced a “great storm.”  This was a storm so strong that the only 
explanation for it could be that is from God himself!  God now had everyone’s attention.  Due to the storm the ship was starting 
to break apart and the crew was crying out to every god they knew for help.  Nothing.  Why is it when prayer is not a regu-
lar part of life it becomes our last resort when trouble comes?  With their prayers going unanswered they began to throw the 
cargo overboard hoping to lighten the ship so they could ride out the storm.  Nothing changed.  You see, our works and efforts 
no matter how heroic or sacrificial, can never save us from God’s judgment.  Yet we always try.

The crew was dealing with the storm of the century up on deck, while down below Jonah was somehow fast asleep.  The word 
used in the text for sleep here implied a deep, even supernatural sleep, the kind Adam experienced when God took a rib from 
his side to form Eve.  Apparently, the spiritual stress of his disobedience to God, and the hasty trip to Joppa to catch his ship 
had drained poor Jonah.  The guy was exhausted!  As the crew continued to look for cargo to throw overboard, they stumbled 
across a sleeping Jonah.  The captain said to Jonah, “get up and call on your god for help! Maybe he will pay attention to 
what’s happening to us.”  Interestingly, the captain used the same verbs God had used in his original commission to Jonah.  
The words he heard from the captain were now coming back to haunt him and he was reminded that he was AWOL from God.

Picture this. This captain, a pagan idolater, had the right idea in seeking God in prayer.  We see such a humble submission 
demonstrated by this captain to the sovereign God which stands in stark contrast to Jonah’s arrogant refusal to obey God’s 
will.  How many times have we done the same?  Most likely, Jonah didn’t take the time to pray.  He knew that his exercise of 
prayer wouldn’t necessarily cancel the effects of his deliberate disobedience.   But he did realize that his disobedience was 
placing the lives of many others in extreme jeopardy.  Jonah knew he was the guilty party even before they cast lots to see who 
it was.  Jonah got the short straw and he confessed his guilt. 

Jonah began to describe Yahweh, his God, the one who made the sea and the dry land. In spite of his reluctance to preach 
to Gentiles, Jonah, now under the pressure of the moment, began to bear witness to the claims of Yahweh to this group of 
pagan men.  Jonah’s confession of faith in God,  served as admission that Yahweh was responsible for the storm. Our reluctant 
missionary admitted to them that he was running from the presence (i.e., service) of Yahweh.  It seems as though Jonah was 
prepared to except the consequences of his disobedience.  He directed the crew to throw him into the raging sea.  It was the 
only way to calm the sea. 

Jonah must have had a prophetic impulse to do what he did.  Jonah knew he had disobeyed God and his repentance was 
complete and sincere.  He would not allow these sailors to suffer any longer on his account.  Jonah was acting out of compas-
sion for these Gentiles.  Jonah had now committed himself to do the will of God, demonstrating a heroic faith.  What’s even 
more ironic, Jonah had just ministered to a group of Gentiles while running away from ministering to a group of Gentiles.  God 
had shown a reluctant Jonah that he could do what He was sending him to do.  Jonah prayed with the crew.  He asked God 
to spare them from the storm and to not hold them guilty for innocent blood when they threw him into the sea.  It was in this 



moment the Phoenicians experienced a kind of conversion of their own by acknowledging that what was happening was the 
divine will of God.  The very thing Jonah didn’t want to happen in Nineveh had now happened on this ship!  Then Jonah went 
for a swim.

• What storms are you facing?

• What are some things in your life that are competing with God’s call?

• What has God broken up in your life to draw you back to Him?

• What might He be breaking up today for your good?

• What does ignoring God’s wake-up call lead to?

FURTHER READING:  NAHUM 2

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Heading to the Sea,  

Pastor Randy


