
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
THURSDAY:  JULY 16, 2020

READ:  JAMES 1:5-8

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “If any of you need wisdom, ask God for it. He will give it to you. God gives freely to everyone. He 
doesn’t find fault.” - James 1:5

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  The Wise Woman’s Stone

A wise woman who was traveling in the mountains found a precious stone in a stream. The next day she met another 
traveler who was hungry, and the wise woman opened her bag to share her food. The hungry traveler saw the pre-
cious stone and asked the woman to give it to him. She did so without hesitation. The traveler left, rejoicing in his good 
fortune. He knew the stone was worth enough to give him security for a lifetime. But a few days later he came back to 
return the stone to the wise woman. - Author Unknown

As I read the story of the wise woman, I realized that I really don’t know that much about her personal life or who she is.  I 
don’t know if she is rich or poor.  I can’t tell if she is on vacation somewhere in Colorado or if she is homeless and just trav-
eling in the mountains.  The author doesn’t give me much information at all.  As the reader I’m left to read between the lines 
as to what kind of a person she is and how she got to where she is in life.  But as I read the last little paragraph, I found out 
everything I needed to know about this woman.  Although I have no idea who she really is I know she is a woman of kindness, 
compassion, generosity, and wisdom.  For her to do what she did and for it to have such a lasting effect on the traveler, her 
heart had to be filled with a Godly wisdom.  It was the kind of wisdom that others long for.  James tells us how to get this kind 
of wisdom.

The theme of James’ book is very practical.  He is teaching us about faith.  But he isn’t talking about saving faith.  James wants 
us to learn about practical faith. The kind of faith you live out before others day to day, a lifestyle faith.  A lifestyle faith is only 
produced by a true and complete faith in Jesus.  We know that true faith produces obedience and that is the kind of life we 
should be living in our profession of Christ as Lord and Savior.  In our daily lives when we don’t know which way to turn or 
which way to go, we use this practical faith in God to provide us with the wisdom we need to make those difficult decisions.  
James is reminding us that we have a giving God and one of His gifts is wisdom.  Wisdom is that practical capacity to apply 
spiritual truth to our daily decisions.

The good news is that when we need wisdom God is there to provide it.  God is a very giving God, but we must ask him for 
the wisdom we desire.  God will not only provide wisdom, but will do so generously, without grudge.[3]  However, there are 
some prerequisites that need to be completed in order for the provision of God’s wisdom to be given.   James says that when 
we ask God for wisdom we must believe.  In other words, we have to ask in faith believing God will do what he said he would 
do.  There can be no doubt in our heart or mind.  If so, we are like the waves of the sea, tossed ‘to and fro’ by the wind.  This 
exhibits a doublemindedness and shows us to be unstable, unable to make up our mind.  The answer we expect from God 
when we ask depends on our assurance in God.    

The way we ask God for wisdom is through prayer and I love the way this writer puts it:

Prayer is such a wonderful resource. It connects our poor, feeble little lives with the almighty God. It constructs a 
pipeline from his sufficiency to our inadequacy.  I do not doubt for a moment that most of us pray when we face trials. 
The question James puts before us has to do with that for which we are praying.  We pray for the trial to be lifted, and 
there is nothing wrong with that. But has it occurred to us to pray for wisdom in the trial?  Have we asked God to help 
us handle it in such a way that we bring glory to him and leave a positive impression on those around us?  Wow!

In today’s passage, James shares with us a distinct promise. He tells us that God will give us wisdom for the handling of our 
trials if we will ask him in faith.  We must believe, and not doubt. It is God’s promise to give us his wisdom.  And we will only 
receive that wisdom when we ask for it.  We must ask and believe.  God will do the rest. That’s his promise!

• What are your thoughts about the ‘wise woman?”

• What does it mean to be double-minded?



• How can we avoid being ‘double-minded?’

• What is the avenue for us to use in seeking wisdom from God?

• What does James say are the prerequisites to receiving wisdom?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 14:28-31

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  WHATEVER YOU NEED GOD’S STRENGTH FOR TODAY ASK HIM TO PROVIDE IT.

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

God Bless,  

Pastor Randy


