
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE:  
CHRISTIAN PERSECUTION COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU
TUESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 8, 2020

READ:  ACTS 8:1-3

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “On that day the church in Jerusalem began to be attacked and treated badly. All except the  
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.” - Acts 8:1b

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Andrew Brunson is the recently released pastor and missionary to the country of Turkey.  Upon returning home to the U.S., he 
stated, “I am astounded at the speed with which the U.S. is imploding.”  He predicts that the persecution of Christians will fol-
low.  Christian persecution is nothing new.  We see it throughout all of history.  But what we haven’t seen is that kind of persecu-
tion in America, yet.  Westerners have yet to face the prospect of arrest for their faith.   The Bible teaches that it will happen in 
the end times.  I think we are there. If not, we are very close.

I believe persecution is alive and well here in America.  We should expect no less after taking God out of our government and 
our schools.  We have muzzled our state officials and employees and any appointee that proclaims Christian faith.  We attack 
our churches and Christian businesses while the media and Hollywood disparage our society’s moral fiber.  Persecution is alive 
and well here in America, with no signs of stopping. 

Pastor Mark Creech states, “As frightening as that prospect may seem, and no one in their right mind desires it, persecution 
could have a positive effect on true religion.”   For example, when placed at the stake to burn for his faith, Polycarp refused to 
be tied to the stake saying, “He who has strengthened me to encounter the flames will give me the power also to stand firm at 
the stake!”  Similarly, when dragged out of the city to be stoned, Stephen did not escape his destiny or run away.  It seems that 
both men’s faith became more robust and more sturdy with persecution.  Due to the steadfast faith in these two men, Christian-
ity began to sweep the land.  Their deaths had a positive influence on making believers more noble, pure, and healthy in their 
walk with God. 

The stoning of Stephen, although tragic, had a tremendous impact on spreading the gospel of which he briefly preached.  His 
sermon united the religious leaders against the newborn church.  A man named Saul, a Pharisee, led the charge of ravaging 
the church.  He had Christians beat, imprisoned, and even killed.  The persecution of the church, which began with Stephen’s 
stoning, served the divine purpose of scattering believers, accomplishing the goal of spreading the gospel across the entire 
region.  Will persecution be what sparks a revival in our day?

• What do you do when you feel angry enough to resort to sticks and stones?

• Stephen’s death was illegal. What does that reveal about the desperation of the Sanhedrin?

• What is one very traumatic event that happened to you in your formative years?

• Can you see how God has used it for good?

• Peter’s speech led to mass conversion back in ch.2, while Stephen’s led to his death. What does that teach 
about success in one’s service to God?

FURTHER READING:  JOHN 18

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Persecuted for Christ,  

Pastor Randy


