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READ:  MARK 5:21-42

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He said to her, “Dear woman, your faith has healed you. Go in peace. You are free from your suffering.” 
- Mark 5:34

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

As our story begins, Jesus has just returned from the other side of the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum. As per usual, a large 
crowd has gathered to meet Jesus at the shore. They have gathered together to either hear Jesus teach or more likely to see 
Him perform more miracles. The text is constructed upon an intertwining narrative of two incidences of Jesus’ divine healing 
initiated through faith. Using the literary practice of topical arrangement, Mark starts his story by speaking of Jairus, who seeks 
Jesus to heal his sick daughter, then turns his attention to a woman in the crowd before returning to his original thought concern-
ing the synagogue leader’s daughter.   

Not all the religious leaders of the day were hostile to Jesus. Jairus was a lay official responsible for the synagogue’s physical 
management and all the services held there. He was an important man. He had a daughter that was very sick and needed 
healing. Jairus knew of Jesus and his reputation for compassion and healing, so humbly, he sought Jesus for the healing he 
needed. He knew and was confident that if Jesus placed a hand on his daughter, she would be saved and well again.  

Upon hearing Jairus’ plea, Jesus agrees to go with him to his home. As the men begin to make their way through this enormous 
crowd, they suddenly stop. Power has gone out from Jesus, and he becomes aware of it. This delay in getting to Jairus’ daugh-
ter has disaster written all over it. The stop in the crowd could be all it takes to keep his daughter from being healed in time. But 
what this delay does is assures the restoration of Jairus’ daughter. Like many of us, I would imagine that Jairus was fearful that 
he might not be able to get Jesus to the house in time to save his daughter’s life. Just as they started their way toward Jairus’ 
house again, his worst fears were confirmed. Men sent from his home reported that his daughter had died. However, this provi-
dential slow-down occurred to test and strengthen the faith of this father.

Jesus overheard what the men were telling Jairus and refused to accept their report. Jesus said to Jairus, “ignore what they 
have reported. Do not be afraid but keep trusting.” I have to believe this fearful father took these words to heart. Jairus has 
already shown great faith by coming to Jesus, and he has seen Jesus’ power of healing. He knows the relationship between 
faith and healing, which I believe gave him great comfort at that moment. As Jesus, Peter, James, John, and Jairus arrived at 
the house, mourning rituals had already begun. As Jesus entered the house with his witnesses in close pursuit, he rebuked the 
mourners and announced, “the girl is not dead, only sleeping.” The people laughed at Jesus’ words. After clearing the house, 
Jesus took the girl’s parents and the three disciples into her room. Jesus took her hand and said, “little girl, I say to you, get up!” 
At once, this sleeping 12-year-old girl “popped” up and began to walk around. Joy filled her parent’s astonished hearts! Peter, 
James, and John were amazed as well.  

From Mark’s story, I think we learn that having faith does not always guarantee physical healing or that physical healing can 
never happen apart from faith. I believe what faith does do is cause us to appeal to Jesus and to rely on Him. It’s faith that 
brings us to Jesus. It’s Jesus who works wonders in our lives. Rest assured that life circumstances will come along that will test 
and strengthen our faith, just like Jairus. Do not be afraid, but trust in Christ, and He will bring you through! Through faith, we 
are saved by His grace! 

• Of all the people pressing for Jesus’ attention, why do you think Jairus did?

• What are some of the obstacles Jairus had to overcome to reach Jesus for help?

• What is the most significant aspect of this part of the story to you?

• When have you experienced a “delay” in your request to Jesus?

• Name a circumstance in life when your faith was tested and strengthened by what Jesus did?

FURTHER READING:  LUKE 8:40-56


