
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
TUESDAY:  OCTOBER 13, 2020

READ:  ACTS 13:16-48

SCRIPTURE VERSE: ““My brothers, here is what I want you to know. I announce to you that your sins can be  
forgiven because of what Jesus has done.” -  Acts 13:38

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, a famous evangelist, said that the New Testament records tell of forty people, each suffering from the 
same disease, who were healed by Jesus. Of this number, thirty-four were brought to Jesus by friends or He to them. In only six 
cases out of forty did the sufferers find their way to Jesus without assistance. Of the vast number of people who find their way 
to Jesus today, most of them reach Him because the friends of Jesus are concerned about their souls’ welfare.”

In today’s text, Paul and Barnabas head to the church in Antioch as missionaries to preach of new life in Christ. Paul spends his 
first sermon reviewing Jewish history and declares Jesus Christ the fulfillment of the promise, which offers forgiveness and sal-
vation. Luke records that many Jews and God-fearing Gentiles came to believe. Those who now believed went out and spoke 
to others about the message that had changed their lives. In doing so, almost the entire city of Antioch showed up to hear Paul 
teach on the next Sabbath.  

Paul’s mission was to preach that we are made acceptable to God through faith in Christ. His point to the church was that 
Moses’ law could never serve as the basis for acceptability to God. It only comes in Christ, the one truly “justified,” forgiven of 
sin, and acceptable to God. Paul’s warning to the church in Antioch was that if they do not accept God’s forgiveness and mer-
cy, there will be judgment upon the people. That same warning is presented to the church today. If we do not receive God’s 
forgiveness and salvation, we too will be judged. And just as the people in Antioch that believed went out and invited others 
to hear the message of Christ, so we are to do the same.  Who do you know that needs to hear the saving message of God’s 
forgiveness?  The statistics tell us that most people come to a relationship in Christ because a friend cared enough to invite them 
to hear. 

• List all the things God has done in verses 17-23. How do God’s actions prepare the way for Paul to speak 
about Jesus in v.23?

• What things about Jesus is Paul emphasizing by recalling three famous quotes in verses 33-35? 

• How does the Resurrection confirm the meaning of these quotes?

• If you were to emphasize one central truth about the Gospel, what would it be? Why?

• How do you think Paul would respond to a modern-day skeptic who felt Jesus was a noble, but misguided, 
martyr?

• Do you “honor the word of the Lord”? 

FURTHER READING:  1 SAMUEL 13:14, PSALM 2:7, ISAIAH 55:3

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Sharing the Word,  

Pastor Randy


