
UNLIMITED: THE LIFE YOU WERE MEANT TO LIVE
MONDAY:  OCTOBER 19, 2020

READ:  JOHN 11

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Lazarus is dead. For your benefit, I am glad I was not there. Now you will believe. But let us go to 
him.” - John 11:15

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

As a pastor, one of my favorite duties is officiating weddings.  I enjoy the time I get to sit down and talk with the couple about 
the newness that marriage brings to a couple’s life.  We discuss the ups and downs of family life and, of course, with in-laws.  
And we discuss that there will be good times through life, as well as hard times.  When the wedding day finally arrives, we 
are engulfed with anticipation for the moment the bride appears before the crowd in all her splendor.  It is at that moment that 
I find no greater joy than to watch the groom’s face light up with pride as his new bride adorned for the day presents herself 
without spot or wrinkle.  It is at that moment, a new life together begins. 

However, as much of a joy as I find in starting a new life through marriage, I find it that much more difficult when asked to 
officiate a memorial service at the end of life.  As hard as performing a funeral can be, even when it’s a celebration of life, I 
always consider it a privilege and honor to participate.  I recently had the honor of officiating two memorial services for gen-
tlemen that I did not know.  As I do with couples that I am about to marry, I meet with the families’ members to gain insight into 
the life of the one we are memorializing.  At times, I feel like I knew the person, while at other times, I don’t.  I do my best to 
paint an authentic portrait of a person’s life to bring comfort and joy to the grieving family.  

As we dig into today’s text, we read about Lazarus, a dear friend of Jesus.  Lazarus had become sick; he was deathly ill when 
his sisters sent word to his friend Jesus.  Jesus loved Lazarus’ sisters, Mary and Martha, but he did not answer immediately 
when their message got to him.  The text teaches us that Jesus delayed his response for two days.  Why would Jesus wait to re-
turn to his friends, knowing that Lazarus was very sick?  One of the truths we learn about Jesus from this story is that sometimes 
he delays his answer to our requests.  Just because Jesus may wait before giving his answer, it doesn’t mean he denies our re-
quest.  Jesus may delay out of his love for us, but it is always for His glory.  So let us not complain when we do not understand 
His ways, but let’s put our full trust in Him, knowing that eventually, we will see the glory of God.  There is a second truth to be 
gained from this story of our incarnate God.  God sent Jesus for our benefit.  God sent his son in human form so that we could 
relate to him and so he could feel and experience everything we feel.  One of the benefits of serving an incarnate God is that 
He is always near.  Even though Mary and Martha felt alone and far from God, he was still with them.  

When Jesus finally arrived, he answered the sister’s request and raised their brother, his dear friend, back to earthly life.  They 
found their answer in the nearness of Christ.  And Jesus, in performing his miracle, was gloried as the Son of God.  In Christ, 
we have the ‘unlimited’ presence of God and the benefit of his nearness in times of hardship and in times of joy.  We must re-
member that Jesus is unlimited in all his attributes, and he is with us wherever we go.  Place your trust in him and see His glory 
shine!

• Have you ever wondered if Jesus understands how you feel?

• Think about the last time you attended a funeral. What was it like?

• Why do you think Jesus didn’t go immediately to help Lazarus?

• How would you have felt if you were Mary or Martha and Jesus didn’t come right away?  When he did finally 
arrive?

• When was a time Jesus delayed in answering your prayer?

• When was the last time you felt Jesus was near?

• How has God shown his care for you during a difficult time? 

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 23

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In His Unlimited Love,  Pastor Randy


