
UNLIMITED: THE LIFE YOU WERE MEANT TO LIVE
WEDNESDAY:  OCTOBER 21, 2020

READ:  JOHN 11:38-44

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Then Jesus called in a loud voice. He said, “Lazarus, come out!” -  John 11:43

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

So far, in our story, we have learned that God is always near and that He loves us unconditionally. Both are examples of 
God’s “unlimited” power and presence in our lives. Through Jesus, we are privileged to have a very personal and intimate rela-
tionship with the Father. We get a glimpse of Jesus’ intimate care and compassion as he interacted and responded to the deep 
sorrow felt by the people who mourned Lazarus’ death. John even tells us that Jesus wept due to his deep emotional ties to the 
people, especially Mary and Martha. The personal connection Jesus displayed shown great contrast with the apathy and lack 
of emotion of their Greek gods’.  

As the drama unfolds toward the fulfillment of Jesus’ mission, we observe intimacy between Jesus and the people, along with 
intimacy between Jesus and his Father in heaven. After giving the command to remove the stone from in front of Lazarus’ grave, 
Jesus prays. As always, before acting, Jesus talks with his Father. He prayed aloud so that those who were present could share 
in his complete dependence on God for this great miracle. He thanks the Father for already answering his prayer, then cries, 
“Lazarus, come out!” You may be wondering why Jesus called him by name. Who else would come out of Lazarus’ tomb but 
Lazarus? Well, had Jesus just said, “come out” every tomb in the region would have opened with every dead person being 
released from the grips of death. It wasn’t the time for that, so Jesus specifically called Lazarus by name. Lazarus upon hearing 
the voice of Jesus, came out of the grave!

The ‘miracle’ by Jesus caused a divide among the people. While some believed in him, others rushed off to report him to the 
authorities. It wouldn’t be long before the chief priests and Pharisees met together in the Sanhedrin, with the Jewish Council, 
to plan their next move. They believed that the raising of Lazarus would draw massive support for Jesus. And that a Jewish 
rebellion would follow, that the Romans would then crush. It would result in losing the temple (‘our place’) and the nation’s de-
struction. But the wily and devious Caiaphas had the solution. Jesus must die to spare the nation. Let the plotting of Jesus’ death 
begin. 

Jesus’ death did more than spare a nation. His death on the cross and his resurrection from the dead spared you and me from 
the same fate. Jesus took the punishment for our sins upon himself so that we could be reconciled to the Father in heaven. 
Lazarus’ restoration to life was a foreshadow of what was about to happen to Jesus. In Jesus’ resurrection, we have the promise 
of eternal life! Place your allegiance to Christ and him alone for your salvation today. 

• How does Jesus respond to the sorrow and sadness of his friends?

• Does Jesus’ response help you trust him more?

• How confident are you that you will live eternally in heaven?

• What evidence do you have to support your answer?

• Do you have any ‘old grave’ clothes you still need to discard? If so, what?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 12

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In His Unlimited Sacrifice,  

Pastor Randy


