
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
MONDAY:  JULY 27, 2020

READ:  JAMES 2:1-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “My brothers and sisters, you are believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ. So treat everyone the 
same.” - James 2:1

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“Shortly after the close of the Civil War, a black man entered a fashionable church in Richmond, Va., one Sunday 
morning at the beginning of a communion service. When the time came, he walked down the aisle and knelt at the 
altar. A rustle of shock and anger swept through the congregation. A distinguished layman immediately stood up, 
stepped forward to the altar and knelt beside his black brother. Captured by his spirit, the congregation followed.

The distinguished layman who set the example that morning was none other than Gen. Robert E. Lee.”

In the first chapter of the book of James, he lays out an outline of general principles that the follower of Christ must make the 
foundation of his faith journey.  James wants us to understand the practical side of our faith.  He takes the rest of his book, 
beginning here in chapter 2, laying out the details of how we are to work out our faith as doers of the faith.  As doers of the 
faith we confirm our acceptance of the saving faith found in Christ.   Yes, we are saved by faith through the work of Christ on 
the cross, but we prove our faith by living out that faith by our actions.  We see a great example of living out one’s faith in the 
story shared above.

James in his opening section of chapter two literally grabs our attention with an immediate example of what putting our faith 
to work should look like.  He tells us that no follower of Jesus should ever treat anyone with favoritism over another.  We are 
to treat all people the same regardless of status or ethnic background.  It is no coincidence that we are studying the book of 
James at a time in which our culture has shown a complete blindness to this principle.  I would suggest that maybe the problem 
in the world right now isn’t so much an ethnic problem but a sin problem.  Just think, if we all had the Word of God implanted 
within us, we would not be seeing the upheaval of society across our country and around the world.  

The instruction James is giving, is being directed at those of us in the church.  And he is being very specific and direct with his 
admonition.  Evidently, the early church was having similar problems as we are having today.  James was not happy with the 
inconsistency he was finding in the churches.  He attacked their attitudes and called them out on their failures to take the appro-
priate action.  Sin is a two-way street.  We can fall short by doing things we shouldn’t but also by not doing what we should.  
James wants us to see the need to care for all regardless of status.  We need to show a solid consistency and a common cour-
tesy filled with compassion to all who enter our doors.  The message is clear for those of us who are followers of Christ, do not 
show favoritism, prejudice or partiality against anyone.  We know that God doesn’t show favoritism and neither should we.   

Let us all continue to take a daily inventory of our own hearts to make sure that none of these destructive and divisive charar-
teristics ever creep in.  James warns us to avoid anything that might distract us from living out our faith through God’s Word.  I 
am thankful to be part of a church that celebrates our diversity as brothers and sisters in Christ.  However, we must constantly 
be on guard against the enemy who seeks to attack, devour, and destroy us.  This is one of those areas where he seems to 
be working the hardest right now.  When we think it can’t happen to us is when we are the most vulnerable to attack.  Stay 
focused on the Word of God that has been implanted in you and you will have the strength to overcome all attacks! 

FURTHER READING:  EXODUS 20

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Humbly His,  

Pastor Randy


