
THE BEST GOOD NEWS EVER
THURSDAY | JANUARY 14, 2021

READ:  ISAIAH 53

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself the pain that should have been ours.” 
- Isaiah 53:4

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

There is something that attracts all of us to certain kinds of people in our world, whether it’s fame, fortune, or good likes. It is 
easy to be attracted to someone like that and emulate that person’s skill or lifestyle. This emulation may or may not be a bad 
thing, but if it leads us down a path contrary to God’s will and purpose for our lives, it is probably one we need to avoid. As I 
considered the ease of being attracted to beautiful, famous, and rich people, I began to ponder the prophet Isaiah’s descrip-
tion of the suffering servant. Why did God choose a man described as not well-formed or exceptionally handsome? Why 
would God choose someone when others would see him, would not be attracted to him because of his appearance? Not only 
does Isaiah describe this man as not attractive to the eye, but he tells us the people despised and avoided him.  

If you were sending someone into the world to save the world from sin and knowing people’s nature in this world, you would 
think God would have gone with the status quo. Why not send your servant into the world as a fun, rich, famous, and hand-
some man? I think it’s because God knew how fickle we are to follow what seems essential in this world. It is easy and comfort-
able, even natural for us to hang out with people we think have it all together. Please don’t miss my point. I am not saying that 
it is terrible to have all these things. If you are handsome, beautiful, famous, and wealthy, and you acknowledge it all comes 
from God and are a faithful follower of Jesus Christ, all the better! However, I think you can see how easy it is for people to be 
attracted to that kind of person. 

I contend that God sent Jesus, the would-be suffering servant, the way he did for a reason. I think it was to weed out those who 
weren’t serious about following a man of such low “worldly” stature. I think it was to purge those who were more concerned 
with this world’s wealth than the world to come. Who wants to follow someone who has no worldly wealth or possessions? 
Why hang out with someone was isn’t popular and attractive? Why follow someone who the community despises? However, 
it would turn out to be the complete opposite! God sent this innocent man to die in the place of those who are guilty. Although 
we may not understand or explain everything about the cross, this we do know: the man Isaiah prophesied about was Jesus 
Christ, who came to take the place of guilty sinners and pay the price for their salvation. Pastor and author Warren Wiersbe 
writes, “When God made the universe, He used His fingers; and when He delivered Israel from Egypt, it was by His strong 
hand. But to save lost sinners, He had to bare His mighty arm! Yet people still refuse to believe this great demonstration of 
God’s power.”

The story of our Savior is one of great poverty. Israel, where Jesus was born, was not a paradise, but a political and spiritual 
wilderness. He came not as a great tree but as a “tender” plant. It was Jesus’ words and works that would attract great crowds, 
not his appearance. It would be after the people heard and understood what Jesus would demand of them that they began to 
despise Him. Later on, he would be sold to the Romans for thirty pieces of silver. The people were ashamed of Jesus because 
He did not represent the things necessary to them, wealth, social status, reputation, being served by others, and living a pam-
pered life. Today, Jesus is rejected by most for the same reasons. The good news of the gospel is found in today’s text: “Jesus 
bore our sin, our griefs, and sorrows, our iniquities, our transgressions. We are the ones who have turned away from Him, and 
we are the ones who have gone astray. He did not die because of anything He had done but because of what you and I had 
done! 

Jesus did not die a martyr’s death, and it was not by accident that He went to the cross. He was God’s sacrifice for the sins of 
the world. His sacrifice became complete that day on the cross when Jesus cried out, “It is finished!” Jesus’ death satisfied the 
Law of God. Due to God’s holiness, He must judge sinners; but he desires to forgive us because He is love. He cannot ignore 
our sin because to do so would be contrary to His nature. He solved the problem of sin by taking the criminals’ place (us) and 
met His holy law’s just demands! By this gracious act, our sins are removed, and we receive the gift of His righteousness. When 
we repent and pledge our allegiance to Jesus Christ, our sins are eradicated forever! They are erased from the record books! 
That is good news! “And what is eternal life? It is knowing you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  
(John 17:3).  Do you know Him?



• If you were a childhood neighbor of Jesus, how might you describe what you knew about him to the local 
paper?

• What was the purpose of the Servant’s suffering?

• What was the nature of His suffering?

• What benefits are ours because of His suffering and death?

• How have you experienced rejection from others due to your faith?

• Does knowing of God’s approval give you courage to serve, even when others turn against you? How?

FURTHER READING:  ISAIAH 52:13-15

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Sharing the Good News,   
Pastor Randy


