
UNLIMITED: THE LIFE YOU WERE MEANT TO LIVE
TUESDAY:  OCTOBER 20, 2020

READ:  JOHN 11

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.” - John 11:5

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The story of Jesus’ raising Lazarus from the dead is multifaceted. Today I want to turn our attention from death and Jesus’ pow-
er over it to His love for his friends. It’s easy for us to pray for someone in our family or church that becomes sick. It seems like 
we’ve been doing a lot of that lately. I do not doubt that each of us believes that Jesus can heal any infirmity. We have seen 
time and again, Jesus’ healing power throughout the New Testament. And we also trust at the same time that He loves us.  

The problem is that we can begin to doubt that love when it seems that we haven’t received a quick enough response from 
God. We see in this story of Lazarus and his sisters, Jesus’ power on full display. It is that power that helps us deal with the 
painful delays in His actions to our prayers. It can seem like forever when those delays come our way. I am sure it felt that way 
to Mary and Martha after sending word to Jesus that their brother was deathly ill. If Jesus loved them, why then would he 
delay his return? They knew who Jesus was, and they knew his message and believed that he could restore Lazarus.   

As outsiders looking in, there appears to be a conflict between the fact that Jesus loved them and his delay in returning to them. 
After all, we know that after Jesus had received word from them, he waited two whole days. However, we cannot let God’s 
inactivity cause us to question his love. The word love can mean several things within a specific context. There is a word for a 
type of love in Greek, “Phileo,” which means ‘brotherly’ love. It is where we get the name Philadelphia which means the city 
of brotherly love. But that is not the Greek word John uses here to express Jesus’ love for his friends. I am sure that Jesus loved 
them as brothers and sisters, but the love here in verse five goes much deeper than that. The Greek word used is ‘Agape,’ 
which means unconditional love. It is the kind of love you have for a child, a spouse, or a parent. There is nothing that person 
can do that would ever keep you from loving them. That is unconditional love!  That is the kind of love God has for each of us.

Many people had traveled from Jerusalem to mourn the death of Lazarus and to comfort Mary and Martha. Martha hears of 
Jesus’ arrival and goes out to greet him. She informs him that her brother would not have died had He been there. Jesus, in an 
expression of unconditional love, assures Martha that Lazarus will arise and live again. Martha, although not fully understand-
ing, assumed Jesus was speaking of the resurrection on the last day. Still, she believes that God will answer her prayer. Jesus 
then reveals himself in a remarkable statement, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even 
if he dies. And those who live and believe in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  It was then with great faith that Martha 
said, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God.”  

This miracle was the seventh of Jesus’ great signs found in the Gospel. Jesus claims to be the “resurrection, and the life” was 
proven by raising Lazarus from the dead. Lazarus’ new lease on life became the precursor for the real thing, the coming res-
urrection of Jesus and his promise of eternal life for all who place their allegiance in him. That is unconditional love! While we 
were still sinners Christ died for us! Amen!

• What concerns you most about dying?

• What gives you the most hope regarding your future?

•  If you had to compare your spiritual life to Lazarus, where would you be? Ill? Still in the grave? Restored to 
life? Alive and Free? 

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 23

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In His Unlimited Love,  

Pastor Randy


