
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 5: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.2” 

THURSDAY:  MAY 14, 2020

READ:  JAMES 5:13-20

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Elijah was just like us. He prayed hard that it wouldn’t rain. And it didn’t rain on the land for three 
and a half years. Then he prayed again. That time it rained.”  James 5:17-18

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

We have been learning about prayer.  Jesus taught us how to pray with his own pattern of prayer.  Daniel, the OT prophet 
prayed a patterned prayer, for himself and his people, Israel. Daniel prayed a prayer of intercession and supplication with 
fervent passion to the only One who could do anything about their circumstances. At times, we too, must use the examples of 
these powerful prayers for our own needs and circumstances. Regardless of our patterns or methods we must conclude that 
there is only One whom we can turn to for the answers to our prayers and our petitions, He is our heavenly Father, Yahweh 
God.

In James chapter 5 we read a very fitting climax to his letter. James closes his letter with an emphasis on prayer. Prayer is the 
greatest assistance we can ever receive as Followers of Jesus Christ. We pray because we are prompted by the Holy Spirt 
to pray. No one ever prays that is not prompted. Have you ever heard of anyone who doesn’t have a relationship with God 
through Christ talk about their prayer life? No, because they don’t have one. When we are prompted to pray it shows us that 
God cares for us. Prayer is our “hotline” to heaven, to the One who can provide for anything we need regardless of how 
impossible it may seem or how complex. For a Follower to share in prayer, he must have a sensitivity to the needs of others, be 
able to engage in fervent intercession and supplication for those needs and recognize the significance of those needs.

I think we would all agree that life really does only consist of two parts: the bad and the good. As I conclude our study today 
leave you with a quote from Irish biblical scholar, Alec Motyer who wrote this about these parts of life:

“Here, then, in two words, are all life’s experiences, and each of them in turn can so easily be the occasion of spiritual upset. 
Trouble can give rise to an attitude of surly rebellion against God and the abandonment of spiritual practices. Equally, times of 
ease and affluence beget complacency, laziness and the assumption that we are able of ourselves to cope with life, and God 
is forgotten.”

James has a word for us today no matter what life brings our way. When things are bad and pestilence and plagues happen, 
he tells us to pray. When things are good and we experience His provision during those times, he tells us to praise. We can put 
it like this: Christ Followers should find themselves naturally gravitating towards God in every situation of life. And we do that 
through prayer.

• What is God teaching you about your prayer life?

• How does this passage in James encourage you?

• Where in your life do you need God’s help to patiently persevere?

• Who do you admire as a person of prayer?

• Who do you pray for regularly?

FURTHER READING:  JOHN 17

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING FOR INTERCESSION.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   C=CONFESSION (repentance)   T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Blessings this Thursday,
Pastor Randy


