
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 3: “FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED” 

THURSDAY:  APRIL 30, 2020

READ:  MATTHEW 17:1-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He replied, “Because your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, it is enough.“  Matthew 17:20

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

In today’s reading we get a glimpse, a picture of God’s glory. Jesus takes his three closest friends up on a mountain, which 
many believe to be Mount Hermon just outside Caesarea Philippi. While high on the mountain side the disciples see Jesus 
covered in heavenly light, speaking with Moses and Elijah, two great prophets of the Old Testament. As Moses and Elijah were 
the prophets of old, Jesus is the prophetic fulfillment of all prophecy!

Peter in his hurry to want to help suggests he build three shelters for Jesus, Moses and Elijah so they could hang out for a while 
and make the current moment last. However, the timing was not right for this, instead Moses and Elijah disappear back to 
heaven and the voice of God speaks to the disciples.  God said to them the same thing he had said at Jesus’ baptism: “this is 
my Son, whom I love. Listen to Him.” Talk about a faith strengthener!

As Jesus and His friends are returning from their mountain top experience. He instructs them not to tell of their experience until 
after His resurrection. Again, because the timing wasn’t yet right for them to share this event. Three things highlight the glory of 
Jesus for us at this point:

1.  His appearance was transformed. His face shone like the sun. Jesus, himself possessed God’s glory; the light that was 
shone, shined out of him!

2.  The appearance of Moses and Elijah. Their faces and clothes didn’t shine because Jesus stands supreme, yet their 
appearing adding lustre to the scene. Standing there we see the first author of scripture, the last author of scripture 
and the One whom the Scriptures speak!

a. Moses and Elijah were both men of the OT;

b. Moses and Elijah were both OT prophets;

c. Moses and Elijah were both OT prophets that performed signs and wonders;

d. Moses and Elijah were both OT prophets who spoke with God and saw his glory on a mountain.

e. Moses and Elijah were both OT prophets whose graves cannot be identified – remember God buried Moses and 
Elijah didn’t have one because he was raptured to heaven.

3.  The Voice from Heaven. Confirms to us that God’s beloved Son is the prophet who was to come into the world to 
save the world from its sin.

Today’s truth: Jesus was pointing the way for the disciples to see that His present pathway led to the cross but by accepting 
his fate on the cross Jesus opened for us the doorway to His glory!

• What is one mountain top experience in your life?

• It’s been six days since Peter confessed Jesus as the Christ and Jesus predicted his death. Why is that information 
important for what happens next?

• Who does Jesus invite to be witnesses? Why only three?

• What is significant in what the voice from the cloud says about Jesus?

• How did you come to know that Jesus was the one?

• How does this text strengthen your faith?

FURTHER READING:  DEUTERONOMY 32:1-14



SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER. THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH.

A=ADORATION    C=CONFESSION    T=THANKSGIVING    S=SUPPLICATION

Have a Thrilling Thursday,
Pastor Randy


