
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 4: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.1” 

WEDNESDAY:  MAY 6, 2020

READ:  LUKE 11:1-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples spoke to him. 
“Lord,” he said, “teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”  Luke 11:1

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

We have already discussed how to approach God in prayer. We learned yesterday to address him as “Father” from a posture 
of submissiveness, with a humble heart. As we begin to move through the model of Jesus’ prayer our posture enables us to en-
gage God with the proper respect for who He is and in humility, we acknowledge our proper position before a holy God. Our 
first request each time we pray becomes for God’s reputation to be revered and respected by men. 

As we continue our prayer our second request based on the “Lord’s prayer” is that His kingdom come to earth. When we pray 
for the coming of the kingdom, we are identifying with the message of Jesus and His followers. Then we make a request for our 
daily bread. Bread here stands for the daily nourishment we need to live and for the food needed to sustain life. Jesus always 
supplies what we need, the “just enough” for today.

Now our prayer moves to our relationship with God. In order to approach a Holy God with the respect He deserves we ask 
for the forgiveness of our sins. When we ask God to forgive us our sins, we are expressing our faith that He will do it. This is the 
evidence of our faith in our forgiveness, that we are able to forgive others. Although we are forgiven, we still experience the 
temptations of this world. It is then necessary for us to ask God in prayer to protect us or keep us from walking into the temp-
tation to sin. In our humanness we are easily drawn into sin. As followers of Jesus we need to ask God daily for help not to sin 
but to live righteous lives.

• Can you remember a prayer you learned as a child? Can you still recite it?

• In Jesus’ model prayer what two concerns related to God come first? Why?

• How do prayer and forgiveness relate?

• What should be the relationship between this prayer and our own?

FURTHER READING:  DANIEL 9:15-19

• How is Daniel’s model for prayer similar to the model Jesus taught the disciples?

• How do you pray?

• What aspects of God move you to pray?

• What keeps you from treating God as a “cosmic Santa?”

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING PERSISTENTLY.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   
C=CONFESSION (repentance)   
T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Blessings for a “WOW” of a Wednesday,
Pastor Randy


