
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
FRIDAY:  JULY 24, 2020

READ:  JAMES 1:27

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Here are the kinds of beliefs that God our Father accepts as pure and without fault. When widows 
and children who have no parents are in trouble, take care of them. And keep yourselves from being polluted by the 
world.” - James 1:27

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

This week James has had us looking at the importance of implanting the Word of God in our life.  Living in today’s world 
provides us with many reasons why we need to have the Word of God deeply implanted and rooted in our lives.  We have 
discussed the importance of God’s Word for helping us grow in our faith and knowledge of spiritual things.  Knowledge of 
God’s Word strengthens and matures us, helps inform our decisions, and instructs us in the way we should live our lives before 
Him and others.

James has laid out for his audience the kind of beliefs that God considers acceptable, pure and without error.  I believe he has 
done that to help us hold up under the persecution that the world will throw our way.  It was an issue for the first century church 
as much as it is for the 21st century church today.  We need the truth of God’s Word as a foundation to battle what the enemy 
Satan plots against us.  Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, instructs us on the weaponry we have at our disposal to fight these 
spiritual battles.  Check out today’s further reading.

The Word of God is our strength. It is in and of itself, strong.  But a strong Word does us no good if we do not use it!  In verses 
26-27, James identifies for us three things that are essential for living out the Word of God.  We must be careful of what we say 
and how we speak.  It must be consistent with how we live.  If it isn’t then our faith is basically worthless.  A second essential 
for living as a doer of the Word is caring for others, especially widows and orphans.  And I would add to that list anyone who 
finds themselves oppressed.  Keep in mind that James was writing to people who had troubles of their own. And yet he tells 
them that they must not forget to show compassion to others.  One of the very best things we can do for ourselves when we are 
in trouble is to help someone else who is in trouble.  When we serve others in this way, we show that we are not only hearers 
of the Word but doers! 

And finally, James gives us one last warning to avoid the vices of this world.  For us to be unstained by the world we must 
maintain both a personal integrity and moral purity. It’s to refuse to allow the world to set the standards for our beliefs and 
our conduct.  He warned us that these vices will pollute us and drag us down.  We must live by these Godly standards or our 
religion will be seen as worthless.  James considers these essential standards of the Christian life so important that he devotes 
the rest of his letter developing them for us.  We will explore them in the days to come.

• How is God speaking to you concerning what James is teaching?

• What can you identify in your speaking, thinking or acting that indicates that you are too much influenced 
by the world?

• Are you able to tame your tongue to be consistent with your walk?

• Are there people you know who are in need? How can you help?

FURTHER READING:  EPHESIANS 6:10-20

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Seeking Him,  

Pastor Randy


