
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 3: “FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED” 

WEDNESDAY:  APRIL 29, 2020

READ:  MATTHEW 15:29-39

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He replied, “Because your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, it is enough.“  Matthew 17:20

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

Our journey today takes to the northern shores of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus has just returned to the area after his encounter 
with a Canaanite woman whose daughter he had healed. Jesus has made his way back down to the Galilee area where he 
has stopped on the side of a hill facing the shoreline to sit and teach. A huge crowd of Gentiles has been following Jesus. They 
brought him their sick and crippled and He healed them.

There is something different about the way Jesus ministers to the Gentiles. Matthew doesn’t tell us what Jesus taught them, but 
only that he gave them blessings of the Messiah. Jesus provided sight for their blind, healing for their lame and loosed the 
tongues of the dumb just as was prophesied by Isaiah (Isa.35:5-6).

• How does what Jesus is doing here compare with Jewish expectations of the Messiah? (see Isa.35:5-6)

• What do you think it is that makes the difference in these peoples’ lives?

These miracles did not happen just to attract the people’s attention or interest, they weren’t even performed to alleviate their 
need, pain and distress.  Jesus performed all of His miracles in order that God the Father might have glory among those who 
received the benefits and blessing of His power. 

The miracles didn’t stop there.  Now Jesus performs yet another miracle in feeding all these people who had gathered to hear 
Him teach.  Notice that this time Jesus alone takes the initiative, having compassion for them and feeds them all by multiplying 
a few loaves and fish with an abundance left over.  This miracle demonstrated that the Lord’s blessings through His disciples 
would fall not only on Israel (14:13–21) but also on Gentiles.[2]

• How does the feeding of this multitude compare with Matt. 14:13-21?

• Having already seen a miraculous feeding, how do we account for the disciples’ lack of faith?

• What was the purpose for the miracles Jesus performed?

• When you face overwhelming situations now, how well do you remember God’s provision for you in the past?

• How does hearing the stories of how God has worked in the lives of other Followers strengthen your faith?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 14:13-21

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER. THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH.

A=ADORATION    C=CONFESSION    T=THANKSGIVING    S=SUPPLICATION

Have a Wonderful Wednesday,
Pastor Randy


