
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
FRIDAY:  OCTOBER 9, 2020

READ:  PSALM 67

SCRIPTURE VERSE: “God, show us your favor. Bless us. May you smile on us with your favor.” - Psalm 67:1

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Psalm 67 is a psalm of blessing. The people of Israel are called by God to be His people. This call was not only for Israel’s 
benefit but for God to bless the entire world through them.  

You may notice a very familiar blessing in verse one. It reminds us of the prayer found in Numbers 6:24-26, often prayed as a 
priestly benediction. I like to use this blessing at the end of my wedding ceremonies as I prepare to introduce the new couple. It 
presents to us the shining face of God and His favor on our lives. The result of this blessing is that all nations would know God’s 
ways and salvation. In displaying his favor to Israel, God reveals himself to all peoples, prompting praise. 

Standing right in the middle of this psalm is a pivotal verse that builds on the promise of God’s revelation and the prediction 
of our praise. When the nations realize what God has done, they will be glad and sing for joy. The psalmist uses the word 
“guide” in this pivotal fourth verse. We can translate the word guide in several ways. It can mean to “lead” in a more general 
sense or imply to “disperse.” Yet in another passage found in the book of Job, it means “protect.” Here the psalmist is using 
“guide” to mean to lead in a protective sense. He uses it in the sense of a shepherd leading his flock or as God led Israel 
through the wilderness.   

In closing, the psalmist thanks God for past harvests and appeals to Him for further blessings. In blessing Israel, God is display-
ing his favor for all the international community to see. God wants all the nations to know that Israel has a privileged role in the 
world, ultimately drawing them to fear the One true God. It was passages like this that reminded Israel how blessed she was 
amongst the nations. Who would have ever pictured God using a Jewish baby boy to realize his ultimate plan for salvation 
and to reveal his glory!

• What famous blessing has shaped this psalm? (read Numbers 6:24-26)

• For what reasons does Israel seek God’s blessing?

• What vision of a Messiah is echoed in this psalm? (read Isaiah 66:18-23)

• Will all embrace Judaism one day?

• What blessings has God brought into your life? For whose benefit? For a wider purpose? 

FURTHER READING:  EZEKIEL 34

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Blessed in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


