
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
TUESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 29, 2020

READ:  ISAIAH 30:1-21

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “But the Lord longs to show you his favor. He wants to give you his tender love. The Lord is a God 
who is always fair. Blessed are all those who wait for him to act!” - Isaiah 30:18

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Isaiah cries out, woe to the people of Israel for being obstinate. Just as Isaiah found the Jewish people to be adamant toward 
the ways of God, I would suggest to you that the United States of America is also a stubborn nation when it comes to obedi-
ence to God. The people of Israel had drifted away from their first love. Through Isaiah, God is seeking his straying people to 
return to him. Back in verse 15, Isaiah writes, “The Lord and King is the Holy One of Israel. He says, “You will find peace and 
rest when you turn away from your sins and depend on me. You will receive the strength you need when you stay calm and trust 
in me. But you do not want to do what I tell you to.”  God provided the remedy for their sinful straying, but here is how they 
responded to the warning from Isaiah: “They say to the seers, ‘Don’t see any more visions!’ They say to the prophets, ‘Don’t give 
us any more visions of what is right! Tell us pleasant things. Prophesy things we want to hear even if they aren’t true. Get out of 
our way! Get off our path! Keep the Holy One of Israel away from us!’”

The children of Israel had stubbornly closed their eyes to Isaiah’s vision from God. Yet God still longed to be gracious to them. 
He did answer them when they finally cried out to Him. God’s response through Isaiah is found in verses 19-21, “People of 
Zion, who live in Jerusalem, you won’t sob anymore. When you cry out to the Lord for help, he will show you his favor. As soon 
as he hears you, he’ll answer you. He might treat you like prisoners. You might eat the bread of trouble. You might drink the wa-
ter of suffering. But he will be your Teacher. He won’t hide himself anymore. You will see him with your own eyes. You will hear 
your Teacher’s voice behind you. You will hear it whether you turn to the right or the left. It will say, “Here is the path I want you 
to take. So walk on it.”

It seems just as the nation of Israel had drifted away from God’s commands, so have we. Many distractions and deceptions 
are causing us to take our eyes off the things of God, and it is destroying us. It would do us well as a nation to heed Isaiah’s 
warning and seek God as a people while there is still time. Just as God was about to shatter Israel’s security, I believe he is 
about to do the same to America’s complacent women and strong men. The good news is that beyond God’s judgment lies 
his promise of mercy, healing, and peace. However, God’s promises only come through repentance and allegiance to Him 
and Him alone. In 2 Chronicles 7:14, we read these words which we must take to heart, “if my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land.” Let’s make that our prayer.

•  How did the people of Israel respond to Isaiah’s fourth “woe” to them from God?

• What will happen as a result of Israel rejecting God’s plan?

• What happens to us when we reject God’s plan?

• How do you account for God’s promises of grace even in their rejection?

• What is the condition for the outpouring of God’s grace?

FURTHER READING:  2 CHRONICLES 7:1-22

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

By His grace,  

Pastor Randy


