
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
PETER’S VISION
WEDNESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 23, 2020

READ:  ACTS 10:9-23

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The voice spoke to him a second time. “Do not say anything is not pure that God has made ‘clean, 
’ ” it said. This happened three times.” - Acts 10:15-16a

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

What is the most exotic meat or food you have ever eaten? I know that all things are permissible, but not all of those things 
may be good for me. I would say the same when it comes to the things I put into my body. However, while on a trip to Africa 
years ago, I had the opportunity to try some “exotic” meat at a restaurant called the “Carnivore.” You have to know that upon 
entering a place with such a name, you will see and taste some things that may be a bit unusual to the average American. It 
will be a night and meal I will never forget. I sat at the table with our group as the waiters began to bring these large swords 
with meat on them. I also noticed that there were little flags at each place setting. I asked our missionary what the flags were 
for, and he said they would keep bringing you meat until you raise your flag. After that, it was game on, literally! The waiters 
brought us zebra, antelope, chicken, and crocodile tail until our little hearts were content. I will say that I tried every kind of 
meat that passed my way. Although I think my favorite besides chicken was the zebra. Trying the different types of cuisine is 
one of the blessings of travelling to other parts of the world. 

As I read over today’s passage, I am struck by Peter’s conversation in his dream with God. At this point, you would have 
thought Peter would have had it more together spiritually. He has seen a lot of supernatural proof that God is who He says he 
is! Despite all that God has shown Peter, he still needs more divine help. To help Peter along, God sends him this unique vision. 
Peter was hungry. God sends Peter a menu via a sheet covered with every animal permissible for him to eat. Being a devoted 
Jew, Peter would not eat anything that was considered “unclean.” God reprimands him for calling something He has made 
clean, “unclean.” Peter resists God’s command to “kill and eat” three times. Wasn’t this the same guy who had also denied 
even knowing God’s Son three times just a few years prior. Peter was a thick-headed man.  

What is God’s purpose in showing Peter what was once “unclean” is now “clean?” First-century Jews sought to convert the 
Gentiles, but they had to accept all the rules and laws of the Jews laid out in the Old Testament.  A Gentile having a direct 
relationship to God without first becoming a Jew was foreign and repulsive in first-century Judaism. Gentiles were themselves 
considered “unclean.” For example, a pious Jew could not enter a Gentile house or eat with Gentiles (or specific animals) 
without defiling himself and becoming ceremonially “unclean.” Peter’s vision granted and taught him that God was about to 
declare “clean” a whole class of persons. Enter Cornelius, the centurion (and us). 

For Peter, “The Law of Moses” formed a barrier between Jews and Gentiles, even though broken down at the cross. It would 
now change with God declaring “no difference” either in condemnation or salvation between Jew and Gentile. God had 
removed the bias which existed between the two groups! God used the vision of food to teach Peter that the Gentiles were not 
unclean. We are all “unclean” before God! Romans 11:32 says, “God has found everyone guilty of not obeying him. So now 
he can have mercy on everyone.” 

God is wanting us all to see the importance of caring for his sheep. But in addition to our sheep, He wants us to see the larger 
flock to reach, especially those who may be different than us. Here is what we know, “God is able to come and fill a person 
with perfect love. God can enable us to love Him with all our being, and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. But that 
does not mean that any of us reaches absolute perfection in this life. I know how much help I still need. If we would admit our 
needs to each other, we would be better able to help each other toward our goal of becoming all that God wants us to be.” 

• What does this story say to you about following Christ?

• What kind of walls are there between yourself and others?

• What kind of person would you have the most trouble going to if God asked you to go to their house?

• If God gave you a vision about your attitudes, and in particular your attitude toward other people, what would 
he tell you?



FURTHER READING:  JOHN 21:15-17

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Seeking Jesus,  

Pastor Randy


