
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
ALLEGIANCE TO GOD IS TO OVERCOME
MONDAY:  SEPTEMBER 21, 2020

READ:  ACTS 10:1-23

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being certain of what we do not see. That is what the 
people of long ago were praised for.” - Hebrews 11:1-2

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

It is said that Hebrews 11 is one of the best-known chapters in all of Scripture. It is a chapter that portrays the faith of the he-
roes and heroines in the Bible. Their loyalty to God has made a powerful impact on readers of all generations. The strength of 
our faith will propel us past our propensity to prejudge others. Peter did it, and so can we. 

I want to draw our attention to our core verse today, Hebrews 11:1-2, to define our faith. The Hebrew writer explains faith for 
us in verse one, “faith is being sure of what we hope for and being certain of what we do not see.” This hope is why the fathers 
of our faith received praise. But what does it mean to have faith? Or how do we have more faith? Especially if faith will propel 
us to overcome our biases toward others.  

Faith can be a challenging concept to understand. Many try to excuse themselves as not believing because they think faith is a 
matter of genetics. Faith is less about our genetics and more about where we place our trust. In Mark 1:15, he uses two Greek 
words that do an excellent job of summarizing biblical faith. He writes, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” Notice the words that Mark uses “repent” and “believe.” His challenge to us is not to 
a higher moral standard but a new allegiance (Moore).  

First, repent does not mean to feel sorry. It is calling for a long-term commitment to shift our allegiance from this world to a new 
master. Second, Christ is not asking us to leave behind our gifts, abilities, and passions. He is challenging us to bring them 
into this new relationship as a service to God. Last, faith is not what Jesus called us to believe. He is asking for our pledge of 
allegiance (Moore). For example, Abraham heard the voice of God. He made a conscious choice to pledge his loyalty to 
God, and the result was obedience. Rahab, the prostitute, showed commitment to God by helping the Israelites invade Jericho 
over her people. Faith is about loyalty and devotion to God. Just like Abram and Rahab, our obedience to God is a natural 
response to our commitment. 

Faith is our level of loyalty and commitment to God. We are saved by grace through faith, which produces obedience or good 
works. However, our compliance is not a way to earn our salvation, but it is a direct result of our allegiance to God. The depth 
of our faith will be measured by the strength of our allegiance to God. Such faith changes our whole perspective in life toward 
God and others. Our allegiance to God allows us to love Him more and to love others as ourselves.  

• How have you defined faith up to this point in your life?

• Does it help your understanding of faith as “loyalty” or “allegiance”?  Explain.

• How does our loyalty to God help us live in obedience?

• How does loving God and others help us with our biases?

FURTHER READING:  HEBREWS 11

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Pledging my allegiance to Christ,  

Pastor Randy


