
THE BEST GOOD NEWS EVER
WEDNESDAY | JANUARY 13, 2021

READ:  MATTHEW 8:14-17

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Jesus touched her hand, and the fever left her. She got up and began to wait on him.” - Matthew 8:15

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

I hate being sick. I am not sure that I know anyone who enjoys being sick. I have to admit I don’t get sick often, but I occasion-
ally get hit with the “bug.” The latest bug hit me with a low-grade fever, aches in every joint of my body, and a tremendous 
headache. After a few days of Tylenol, extra vitamin D and C, and some zinc, a little extra rest, and I began to feel better. 
Fortunately, it only lasted about four days, and I was pretty much able to do my work at that time. I have spoken to some who 
have experienced the same symptoms, but their “bug” lasted a bit longer. Generally, when any of us get sick, the recovery is 
quick and the end happy.   

In our story today, Peter has the guys over to his house after being out and about in Capernaum. Jesus was also with the guys 
and went along. Upon entering Peter’s home, Jesus soon discovers that Peter’s mother-in-law is in bed with a fever. Without 
hesitation, Jesus makes his way over to where she was lying and touched her hand. Immediately the fever left her, the woman 
got up and began to serve Jesus and the others. Jesus’ miracle not only took away her fever, but it injected energy and strength 
back into her body so that she was able to be involved in her work serving others. Part of Jesus’ ministry was healing the sick. 
As wonderful as this was for Peter’s mother-in-law, this story of healing doesn’t end there.

As Jesus was staying at Peter’s house, the word got out around town. The people had heard the stories of Jesus’ miraculous 
healing power and naturally made their way to where he was there in Capernaum. Many began showing up to see Jesus, and 
they brought many demon-possessed people. Matthew records that Jesus healed every one of them. In doing so, Jesus had ful-
filled the words of Isaiah 53:4-5 “He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself the pain that should have 
been ours. But we thought God was punishing him. We thought God was wounding him and making him suffer. But the servant 
was pierced because we had sinned. He was crushed because we had done what was evil. He was punished to make us whole 
again. His wounds have healed us.” Jesus taking on our sickness and carrying our diseases was accomplished entirely on the 
cross in His death. In leading up to that event, Jesus had performed many healing acts, and by casting out demons, He demon-
strated His power over Satan.  

Although Jesus healed many during his ministry here on earth, we receive no promise that every sickness or disease will be 
healed this side of heaven. There is physical healing in the atonement for this age, but it is up to God in Christ to choose when 
and how He will dispense it. Only in the world to come will illness and death be finally banished from the lives of believers. 
Perfect healing ultimately awaits us at the Church’s rapture when we will receive our resurrection body, as we meet Jesus in the 
clouds.  Jesus said to pray and watch for your redemption is getting close.  Are you ready?

• If you were Peter what would you be thinking as you watched what happened in today’s text v14-17?

• What do you think was going through Peter’s mother-in-law’s mind when Jesus healed her?

• What hope do you gain from this story as you think about the disease of sin in your own life?

FURTHER READING:  ISAIAH 53

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Sharing the Good News,   
Pastor Randy


