
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 6: “PRAYER:  LET US PRAY, PT.3” 

MONDAY:  MAY 18, 2020

READ:  PROVERBS 15

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The Lord hates the sacrifice of sinful people. But the prayers of honest people please him.” “The 
Lord is far away from those who do wrong. But he hears the prayers of those who do right.” - Proverbs 15:8; 29

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

Over the past few days we have taken a deeper look into how to pray. We have looked at the various elements to include 
in our prayers and how to prepare ourselves to enter into a time of prayer with God. Over the next five days I want to share 
with you some of the more practical benefits of prayer for followers of Jesus Christ and to encourage you to remain faithful in 
your prayer life when you find yourselves in times of trouble, spiritual attack and fear. We will find comfort and answers to the 
mysteries of life when we seek God in prayer. 

Proverbs 15 is a part of Solomon’s second collection of proverbs or wise sayings. This collection includes a wonderful variety 
of one-of-a-kind tidbits of wisdom. In them you will find all kinds of good advice and insight to help you understand how the 
world operates and how to live a good life. One of Solomon’s many key points is the importance of self-control in our lives 
especially when it comes to what we say. In this world we deal with a lot of things that are beyond our capacity to understand 
and that are only known by God. It is when we are able, in humility to grasp this reality, that we are able to face the deeper 
mysteries of this life. The Proverbs serve to remind us that God is working out his purposes— in and around us and sometimes 
despite of us!

Here is the very simple point of truth for today, God sees the heart of those who bring sacrifices or petitions before Him. God 
hates the wicked and He distances himself from them. Those who have no relationship with Him bring empty, hypocritical peti-
tions that go unheard, in fact, Solomon tells us that God sees them as an abomination. However, those who have a relationship 
with God and are living in right relationship with Him, it is their prayers, petitions and requests that please God. It is the upright 
person who obeys God’s law and loves what is good and right morally. They are blessed and rewarded when they pray. God 
hears the prayers of those who are found righteous through Jesus Christ. In the New Testament John reminds us of this very 
truth: “We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to godly people who do what he wants them to do” John 9:31.   
How we live our daily lives has a direct affect on our prayer lives.

• According to this Proverb what’s more important to God, our sacrifices or living an upright life? 

• Do you ever feel like your prayers are hitting the ceiling and not getting through to God? Why might  
that be? 

• How does our pattern of prayer prepare us to enter into God’s presence to be able to bring our sacrifices 
of praise and our petitions for what we need to Him?

• What is God teaching you about how you pray?

FURTHER READING:  PROVERBS 28:9

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF PRAYER.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   C=CONFESSION (repentance)   T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Have a blessed Monday,
Pastor Randy


