
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
WEDNESDAY:  JULY 15, 2020

READ:  JAMES 1:2-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The strength to keep going must be allowed to finish its work. Then you will be all you should be. 
You will have everything you need.” - James 1:4

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

I love how James words today’s verse.  He wants us to see that one of the blessings of perseverance is strength if we allow it 
to finish its work in us.  For the Follower of Jesus, perseverance is just the beginning of the many benefits it provides.  Believe it 
or not, there are many other advantages to our troubles.  For us to take advantage of these benefits James says we must allow 
perseverance under trial to finish its work.  In other words, it is when we are tested, that true faith is able to produce persever-
ance.  Perseverance is then enabled to finish its work to produce in us the ultimate by-products of spiritual maturity and fulfill-
ment.  In persevering through trials, we gain the necessary strength to achieve the goals of spiritual growth and completeness 
in Christ.  

It is God’s strength that enables us to move in the direction He is moving us to achieve the goals of being made perfect and 
complete in our faith.  When we place our faith and trust in God, He is able to make us complete or fully developed to spiritual 
maturity.  It is our faith in God’s strength that allows him to finish the work.  When we allow Him to have his way, we become 
all that we should be and will have everything we need to endure.  It is through this process that we gain our spiritual strength.

Let’s take minute to talk about this word “strength”.  The Hebrew expression for strength is “chayil” (KAH yihl), which can mean 
the strength of an army, elite strength.  When we hear the word “strength,” we tend to think of physical strength like that of a 
pro football player or a pro wrestler.  In a culture where athletes are nearly deified, it is difficult for many of us to imagine the 
word “strength” describing anything other than physical strength. But in the 264 times the Hebrew word for “strength” is used 
in the Old Testament, the majority of time the word refers to spiritual strength—to the strength of the Lord.

The Prophet Habakkuk ties both faith and strength together in his message to the people in Habakkuk 3.  He uses the word 
chayil (KAH yihl) to assert that his strength in trial came from the Lord.  It was this strength from the Lord that allowed Habakkuk 
to live by faith and not by human sight.  Even in the face of God’s judgment or when it seems He is slow to act on our behalf 
that we must still live by faith and rejoice regardless of our circumstance.  For Habakkuk, he was looking for inner strength from 
the Lord to endure unto victory while the Babylonians were trusting only in the strength of their “armies.”  The point is we need 
God’s strength to help us and save us.  Whatever strength we do have comes only from God.  And we must be careful not to 
abuse this strength but use it only to establish the glory of God’s kingdom here on earth.  Even now, it is God who works in 
each of us, giving us the strength, to walk in His ways.  It is His strength that will deliver us to spiritual maturity and complete-
ness and will empower us to do what is right.

• What comes to mind when you hear the word “strength”?

• Where do you turn for help when you aren’t physically strong enough for the task?

• In what area of your spiritual development do you feel weak?

• Have you ever felt like giving up, not persevering?

• Where do you need God’s strength in your life? 

FURTHER READING:  HABAKKUK 3

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  WHATEVER YOU NEED GOD’S STRENGTH FOR TODAY ASK HIM TO PROVIDE IT.

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In God’s strength,  

Pastor Randy


