
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 5: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.2” 

MONDAY:  MAY 11, 2020

READ:  DANIEL 9:1-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Our God, please listen to us. The city that belongs to you has been destroyed. Open your eyes and 
see it. We aren’t asking you to answer our prayers because we are godly. Instead, we’re asking you to do it because you 
love us so much.”  Daniel 9:18

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

It is the 67th year of exile for the people of Israel in Babylon. The Babylonian empire has just been overthrown by the Me-
dia-Persian Empire and Darius the Mede is now on the throne. God was moving on behalf of His people. The time of their 
judgment was almost up and through the overthrowing of the Babylonian empire God was preparing for the liberation of His 
people. 

Moved by the victory of Darius and the Medes over Babylonian, Daniel began to search the scriptures to understand the 
events that were happening. He knew that this Media-Persia victory meant that their captivity was close to the end. Daniel 
remembered that the prophet Jeremiah had predicted this little adventure for Israel over to Babylon would last 70 years. Realiz-
ing that this was the 67th year of captivity and that they would be set free to travel back to Jerusalem in three years, Daniel got 
down on his knees and began to pray.   

Over the past several weeks we have learned a couple of methods or patterns for how to pray. For example, at the end of 
each day’s study I have listed a simple pattern for prayer with the acronym ACTS: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and 
Supplication. Maybe you use a different method or pray reciting the “Lord’s Prayer.” This week as we unpack the prayer of 
Daniel, he too, prayed in a specific pattern. 

As Daniel studied the scriptures, he was led to turn to God and pray. He prayed a prayer of confession and petition, with fast-
ing. In an effort to be in the right posture for prayer (position of humility) Daniel dressed himself in sackcloth and sat in ashes in 
a display of mourning for his sins and the sins of the nation and for repentance.  

In the Old Testament God had revealed the principle of how He would deal with His covenant people; obedience would bring 
blessings and disobedience would bring discipline. Daniel was well aware that this was God’s divine discipline on himself and 
Israel. He also knew that if the people would turn back to God in obedience, that God would restore them back into the land 
He had given them and would shower them with blessings. Daniel prayed in intercession for the nation and the people of God.  

• Who first said prayers with you and taught you how to pray?

• When did prayer first become your own conversation with God?

• What is the difference between intercession and supplication in prayer?

• How do you use intercession in your prayer time?

FURTHER READING:  JEREMIAH 25:1-14; 29:10-14

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING FOR INTERCESSION.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   
C=CONFESSION (repentance)   
T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Blessings for a “Marvelous” Monday,
Pastor Randy


