
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
TUESDAY:  OCTOBER 6, 2020

READ:  ACTS 12:1-19

SCRIPTURE VERSE: “Peter kept on knocking. When they opened the door and saw him, they were amazed.”  
-  Acts 12:16

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Today we investigate the story of Peter’s deliverance from behind bars. It is the night before his trial, the last moment before 
Herod would seal his doom. Most prisoners on death row would probably be chomping at the bit. Not Peter. No, Peter is 
described calmly and peacefully sleeping, bound with chains, fastened to a guard, one on his right and one on his left.147 
Meanwhile, two other guards stood their watch at the doors of the prison. It is incredible to me that Peter could sleep so sound-
ly the night before his trial. My guess would be because he knows the One in whom he places his faith, is faithful.  

Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared, and a flash of heavenly light filled the cell. Peter was still fast asleep, as the angel 
awakened him with a soft kick in the ribs. Half asleep, Peter had no idea what was happening. The angel had to direct every 
single move Peter made: “get up,” “put your coat on,” “tie your sandals,” “follow me.” This miracle was not Peter’s escape but 
rather his deliverance. Peter was utterly passive throughout the entire incident, thinking it a dream.  

Peter must have thought he was walking in his sleep, but he did everything the angel asked of him. Peter followed the angel 
safely out of his cell, past the Roman guards, and quietly walked out the prison’s front door and down the street. As daunting 
a prison that it was, it provided no significant hindrance to Peter and the angel that led him out. Once the angel had directed 
Peter to safety, he disappeared.  Now that he was safe, Peter became fully awake, realizing that God had delivered him from 
certain death and the clutches of Herod!  

The story now shifts to those in the Christian community who were praying for Peter and his release. They are praying away, 
when they hear a knock on the gate. It is like who could be knocking our door this time of night. Hey Rhoda, she was the ser-
vant girl working in Mary’s home. Could you see who’s at the door? Of course, she hurries out to see who is at the gate and 
is amazed at who she sees! It’s Peter, the one for whom they are praying! She turns and runs to tell the others, leaving Peter 
standing at the gate. As Rhoda shares the good news, they don’t believe her. They think it must be his guardian angel or some-
thing. There is no way Peter got out of that prison. “You’ve seen his ghost,” they told her. A remarkable response, wouldn’t you 
say, coming from the group occupied with praying for Peter’s deliverance. Still, they found it easier to believe that Peter had 
died and gone to heaven than to think that God had answered their prayers. In any event, who could trust a hysterical servant 
girl? “You’re crazy,” they said. Some things are just too good to be true. But it was right, and Peter’s persistent knocking finally 
got a response (v. 16).  When they went to the door, they were amazed to see Peter was standing there! Peter shared his story 
with his friends and thanked them for their prayers.

In this episode, God’s act of intervention on behalf of Peter reminds us that the Lord did not desert the original Jewish church 
when the disciple’s mission and focus shifted to Gentile evangelism. We are His messengers today; just because we’re not on 
the front pages of our newspapers doesn’t mean God is not actively involved in our lives. When we pray, let’s remember to 
open the doors of our lives, and eagerly seek for God’s answer to appear!

•  If they were asking God to deliver Peter from jail, why were they so surprised when he showed up at the 
door?

• If you had been present at this prayer meeting, what would the miracle have done for you?

• If someone in your small group were to be arrested for their faith, what would it do to your group?

• If you were arrested by a dictatorial government for being a Christ follower what evidence might they use as 
proof of your guilt?

• What in your life do you find most “imprisoning” now?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 16:16-19



SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Delivered by Christ,  

Pastor Randy


