
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
THURSDAY:  JULY 30, 2020

READ:  JAMES 2:5-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Those who have not shown mercy will not receive mercy when they are judged. To show mercy is 
better than to judge.” - James 2:13

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“I am sick of opinions. Give me a humble, gentle lover of God and man—a man full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality or hypocrisy. Bigotry is too strong an attachment to our own creed of opinion. How unwilling men are to 
allow anything good in those who do not agree with them in all things. We must not narrow the cause of God to our 
own beliefs, but rejoice in goodness wherever it appears.”

—John Wesley

As we continue our work here in the book of James, he really begins to lay it out for us when it comes to sin of prejudicial favor-
itism.  He has given us the ‘royal law’ “love your neighbor as yourself,” as a remedy, but there were still some that would tend 
to dismiss their offense of prejudice as trivial.  In verse 13 James tells us what the consequence will be for those who refuse to 
show love and mercy when it comes to bias and partiality.  The bottom line according to James, it’s plain and simple sin.

Most in James’ day would not have considered such a thing to be sin, let alone consider themselves law breakers.  Yet he 
makes it very clear in the text that this offense is no small thing.  He writes, whoever keeps the entire law but still stumbles on 
any point, big or small, is still guilty of breaking the entirety of the law.  James uses the extreme examples of adultery and mur-
der to show us the absurdity of our inconsistent action.  We must obey the entire law not just the parts we like or find easier to 
follow.  Total obedience is the key.  We have to live in such a way as to walk and talk as if we are to be judged by the whole 
law.

You may be thinking, ‘Wow’ that’s hard!  I suppose it is, if you are one who doesn’t have the Word of God already implanted 
within you.  God’s Word is so wise.  It has its limits and constraints, but they serve as warning signs to protect us and ultimately 
bring us true freedom.  The law wasn’t given to be a killjoy but to allow us to live free in Christ.  Disobedience to God’s word 
(His law), will bring bondage.  And likewise, to those who refuse to extend mercy, God’s judgment on you will be without 
mercy.  What James means is that if we don’t as Christ followers show compassion on our fellow men, we prove ourselves to 
be utterly devoid of Christian character. As followers of Christ we are the children of God.  We are to bear His image; we are 
to copy His example.  It is therefore impossible for those of us who claim to be children of God to fail to share in His compas-
sion or fail to reflect His spirit of mercy.  James wants us to know that love triumphs over prejudice just like mercy triumphs over 
judgment.

God has ordained unalterable laws. Complete and consistent obedience is required if spiritual maturity is to be achieved.  As 
believers we’re commanded to accept our brother with courtesy, compassion, and consistency.  In Romans 11:18 the Apostle 
Paul, reminds us of this point, “So don’t think you are better than the other branches. Remember, you don’t give life to the root. 
The root gives life to you.”  Amen.

• Have you ever caught yourself or your kids being “selectively” obedient?

• Have you ever witnessed “selective” obedience in the church?

• How would you rate yourself on the scale of showing mercy?

• What can you do to develop a more merciful spirit?

• How does Paul’s reminder confirm what James has taught us?

FURTHER READING:  DEUTERONOMY 1

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Seeking His Mercy,  

Pastor Randy


