
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
MONDAY:  OCTOBER 12, 2020

READ:  ACTS 13:1-3

SCRIPTURE VERSE: “The prophets and teachers fasted and prayed. They placed their hands on Barnabas and Saul. 
Then they sent them off.” - Acts 13:3

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Today, we celebrate Columbus Day or what some now call “Indigenous Peoples Day.” We celebrate it as the birthday of 
explorer Christopher Columbus, the Italian Catholic from Spain credited with discovering America.  Unfortunately, his legacy 
is under attack both figuratively and literally as we speak.  It is hard to watch as a man who has always represented American 
courage, optimism, and even immigrants, placed in the crosshairs of controversy. It seems that we owe Columbus and ourselves 
to be a bit more respectful of the man who has made our existence as a country possible. Many today have tried to paint him 
as an evil thief and a genocidal maniac.  

According to a [2017] Marist Poll: Those campaigning against Columbus Day are in the minority. Marist shows that even with 
all of the attacks on Columbus, 57 percent of Americans believe it’s a good idea to have a holiday named for him. Only 29 
percent think it’s a bad idea. The reason is apparent: three-quarters (76 percent) believe that the standards of conduct should 
judge Columbus and other historical figures during the time they lived rather than by today’s standards. 

Jeanne Allen, CEO and founder of the Center for Education Reform, writes this concerning Columbus: “Even by today’s 
standards, and despite what you might hear, Columbus was a man whose approach to the native people he met during his 
first voyage was exemplary, taking delight in their friendliness and happy demeanor. He was firm in his orders to his men not 
to abuse them in any way and severely disciplined those who disobeyed. He was less pleased with those from other tribes he 
encountered later, such as the warlike Caribs, who practiced cannibalism. It turned out that while millions of people had devel-
oped distinct civilizations before Columbus dared to cross the Atlantic Ocean barrier that separated them, human nature was 
much the same in each place. Slavery was already a well-established practice in the Americas long before Columbus arrived. 
Not to mention, the Spanish monarchs forbade slavery of the Americas’ indigenous people, granting them the same rights of 
citizenship enjoyed by the people of Spain.

The truth is that Columbus set out for the New World intending to spread Christianity to regions where it didn’t exist. While 
Columbus, and indeed his Spanish benefactors, had an interest in the goods and gold he could return from what they thought 
would be Asia, the explorer’s primary motivation was religious. “This conviction that God destined him to be an instrument for 
spreading the faith was far more potent than the desire to win glory, wealth, and worldly honors,” wrote historian Samuel Eliot 
Morison over a half-century ago.  As a contemporary historian, Carol Delaney noted, “even the money Columbus sought was 
primarily dedicated to religious purposes.” She wrote the following from an interview she had with the Catholic fraternal orga-
nization the Knights of Columbus: “Everybody knows that Columbus was trying to find gold, but they don’t know what the gold 
was for: to fund a crusade to take Jerusalem back from the Muslims before the end of the world. Many people thought that the 
apocalypse was coming because of all the signs: the plague, famine, earthquakes, and so forth. And they believed that before 
the end, Jerusalem had to be back in Christian hands so that Christ could return in judgment.”  

America is a civilization that admires those who push the frontier’s limits, who don’t merely accept what is and want something 
more. The spirit that drove us west and in modernity, to the moon, is what we celebrate in men like Columbus. President Ronald 
Reagan said it best in a Columbus Day tribute: “Columbus is justly admired as a brilliant navigator, a fearless man of action, 
a visionary who opened the eyes of an older world to an entirely new one. Above all, he personifies a view of the world that 
many see as quintessentially American: not merely optimistic, but scornful of the very notion of despair.” And on Columbus 
Day in 2016, it was President Barack Obama that said, “More than five centuries ago, one journey changed the trajectory of 
our world — and today we recognize the spirit that Christopher Columbus’s legacy inspired.” Christopher Columbus was not a 
perfect man. He certainly had his flaws and attitudes that would be unacceptable today. As a man who lived in an age of vio-
lence and cruelty between the different cultures and people, Columbus himself did not engage in the savagery blamed on him. 
That’s the real Columbus, the man we celebrate today. And this man who practically defines our understanding of the spirit of 
discovery is himself worth rediscovering, and worth teaching, with both truth and objectivity.



 As I contemplate the history and story of Columbus it brings me back to our text concerning Paul and Barnabas.  I can’t help 
but think that maybe the Spirit driven call of missionary work of Paul and Barnabas could have had an effect on the life and 
calling of Columbus as he set out to discover new worlds and share the gospel.   I am in no way placing Columbus on the 
same spiritual level or ministry level as Paul and Barnabas, but he obviously had a burden to share his faith with lost people 
wherever he went.  As John Wesley put it, Paul and Barnabas were called to “see the world as their parish.”  As followers of 
Christ we too are to see our immediate world as our parish and take every opportunity we get to share our faith with those 
who will listen.  It is our call and duty.

FURTHER READING:  ACTS 13

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Growing in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


