
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
THURSDAY:  SEPTEMBER 24, 2020

READ:  ACTS 10:17-23

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests.” - Acts 10:23

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Some scholars feel Peter’s vision had more to do with food than interaction with the Gentiles. Suppose we believe that and miss 
the point that the two are related. In Leviticus 20:24-26, we read, “’But I said to you, “You will take over their land as your own. 
I will give it to you. It will belong to you. It is a land that has plenty of milk and honey.” I am the Lord your God. I have set you 
apart from the other nations. “’So you must be able to tell the difference between animals that are “clean” and those that are 
not. You must know which birds are “clean” and which are not. Do not make yourselves “unclean” by eating any animal or bird 
that is not “clean.” Do not make yourselves “unclean” by eating anything that moves along the ground. I have set all of them 
apart. They are “unclean” for you. “’You must be holy. You must be set apart to me. I am the Lord. I am holy. I have set you 
apart from the other nations to be my own people.”  

As you can see, the Jewish laws presented a real problem for Peter in reaching his “neighbor” for Christ. Jews were not to eat 
unclean animals, nor were they to eat with Gentiles. Christ fixed all this on the cross. The truth for us to ponder today is, “It’s 
simply not possible to fully accept someone with whom you are unwilling to share in the intimacy of table fellowship. The early 
church had to solve kosher food laws to launch a mission to the Gentiles. Purity distinctions and ethnic discrimination are of a 
single piece.” As followers of Christ, we must be open to letting God change our long-held beliefs and biases if we are to be 
obedient servants. 

• What principles or beliefs do you hold that limit your ability to reach out to people “different” from you?

• How would others around you feel if you moved beyond these limits?

• What new relationships has God given you recently?

• What can you learn from how Peter handled his guests? Cornelius?

• How has He brought these people into your life?

• How have you influenced each other?

FURTHER READING:  LEVITICUS 20

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Seeking Jesus,  

Pastor Randy


