
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
THURSDAY:  OCTOBER 15, 2020

READ:  I CORINTHIANS 15:35-58

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “In fact, that is going to happen. What does not last will be dressed with what lasts forever. What 
dies will be dressed with what does not die. Then what is written will come true. It says, “Death has been swallowed up. It 
has lost the battle.” - I Cor. 15:54

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Throughout our entire lives, we fight on the battlefield of inevitable death.  Each day man seeks out ways to extend his days on 
earth. No matter how we fight it, our end will come. The question is, what happens when I die? Where will I spend eternity? 
Let’s explore God’s Word for the answer to the mystery of death and eternal life.  

For Christians, the belief in a personal bodily resurrection upon death is a basic tenet of biblical faith. Paul explains this tenet 
for us in today’s text in his first letter to the church in Corinth. Jesus affirmed the resurrection concept in his teaching and demon-
strated it by His power to raise Lazarus from the dead. Jesus’ raising of Lazarus and others during his years of ministry was 
merely a restoration to the earthly life.  Those he raised still died an earthly death, not yet fully transformed.  What we do know 
is that when Christ returns, those “dead in Christ will be raised imperishable, and we who are still alive will also be changed.” 

The problem was that some in the Corinthian church did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. They thought that the Chris-
tian faith is only for this life, without hope of a future beyond death. Paul disagreed, and so explained. The Corinthian church 
did well in living out the instruction Paul had given, yet they struggled with the concept of life after death, a typical Greek 
thought. Nevertheless, the people were genuinely changed by their newfound faith but were still growing toward spiritual 
maturity. 

Paul vigorously corrected them, saying, “if our hope is limited to this life, then we as Christians are “of all men most miserable.” 
He taught them that transformation begins in the present life but not completed until the day of Jesus Christ. On the day of 
Christ, which is the church’s rapture, we will be changed in an instant to be like Jesus. Now we are like the first Adam who was 
earthly, but then we will be like the second Adam, that is Christ, who is from heaven! It is our destiny to be like Jesus. And the 
Good News of Jesus rests on the fact of His resurrection! Christ was raised bodily from the dead. His resurrection demonstrates 
God’s power and is the ultimate proof of His ability to provide forgiveness. Jesus’ resurrection and our own are so intimately 
intertwined that to doubt either constitutes a denial of the Gospel message itself! 

Paul caught up in the glory which lay ahead for all who believe saw the dead being raised and the living “caught up” together 
in the clouds and all transformed! Paul saw the perishable fade and the mortal clothed in immortality in the bright splendor of 
the rapture. It was then he exclaimed with a triumphant shout: “Death has been swallowed up in victory!”   

Given our coming resurrection, we are to stand firm in the faith and let nothing move us. Beyond this world, we see beyond 
death to realities others who do not believe cannot see. We then must follow Paul’s admonition to “ always give yourselves 
fully to the work of the Lord which is not in vain.” For the day of our salvation draws near.  

• What is most comforting when you consider the reality of your own death?

• What is hardest for you to understand?

• hat can you do now to reveal the likeness of Christ?

• What motivates you to obey God? Fear? God’s wrath? Worry about not being resurrected? 

FURTHER READING:  PHILIPPIANS 3

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Caught up in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


