
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE:  
STEPHEN’S EXPERIENCE WITH INJUSTICE
MONDAY:  SEPTEMBER 7, 2020

READ:  ACTS 7:1-53

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The Lord hates proud eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that kill those who aren’t guilty.”  
- Proverbs 6:17

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

This week we study the life of Stephen from Acts 7:1-53. This morning the focus will be on the topic of injustice. Stephen, as 
we heard in this week’s message, was served some deadly injustice. He was a new convert to Christ and began his spiritual 
journey when wrongly accused of several crimes. Accused of blasphemy against Moses and even God, Stephen took his stand 
in front of the court. Rather than defend himself, he answered his accusers by acknowledging God’s glory as revealed to their 
forefathers. He spoke of how God revealed himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their children.   

As Stephen continued his historical creed on the faith and obedience of the patriarchs, he called out his accusers for their 
evil in contrast to their forefathers. He called them out because they despised the promised land and had forsaken their God, 
superstitiously honoring the temple. Stephen pushed it to the limit calling out the Sanhedrin for killing the prophets and their 
Messiah. As you might imagine, that didn’t go over very well. His accusers stormed the stage, drug Stephen outside the city 
gates, and stoned him to death. 

Stephen was a man worthy of his character and filled with the Holy Spirit, yet treated unjustly. It is Stephen that stands as an 
example for us today. In the heat of false accusation and persecution, he stood resolute for the message of Christ. We are 
living in time and culture that attacks those who follow and obey the one true God. Jesus told us we would face persecution for 
our faith as seek to follow him. Just like Stephen, we will face false accusations. We will face attacks for our faith. It is Satan, 
our enemy, who is the author of these lies and attacks against us. He has sent strong deception into our country and the church 
to stir up confusion. The confusion comes from not knowing where to look and find the truth. The chaos, in turn, will cause 
division in both our country and in our churches. We cannot allow chaos and confusion in our churches. When we fall prey to 
deception, the confusion and division it causes will result in destruction.   

In Proverbs 6:12-19, Solomon instructs us on the things that deceive and confuse, that Satan is behind them, and the things 
God hates, “A worthless and evil man goes around saying twisted things with his mouth. He winks with his eyes. He makes sig-
nals with his feet. He motions with his fingers. His plans are evil. He has lies in his heart. He is always stirring up fights. Trouble 
will catch up with him in an instant. He will suddenly be destroyed. Nothing can save him. There are six things the Lord hates. 
In fact, he hates seven things. The Lord hates proud eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that kill those who aren’t guilty.  He also 
hates hearts that make evil plans, feet that are quick to do evil, any witness who pours out lies, and anyone who stirs up family 
fights.” 

Many a follower of Christ has been falsely accused just like Stephen. We read of those giving their lives for the gospel in the 
New Testament, including our Savior Jesus Christ. Jesus was an innocent man, falsely accused of our sins. However, a time will 
come when Satan, the author of deception and confusion, will meet his doom. He will face punishment for all the wicked arts 
he has used to surprise and snare us. He will meet destruction without warning and relief for all eternity.   

“It was Justice Gray of the Supreme Court who once said to a man who had escaped conviction on some technicality: “I know 
that you are guilty, and you know it. I wish you to remember that one day you will stand before a better and wiser Judge and 
that there you will be dealt with according to Justice and not according to law.” Justice Gray is right. All will stand before a 
better and wiser Judge. God is that judge, and He will do what is right. 

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 26:57-75

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Blessings,  

Pastor Randy


