
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 4: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.1” 

FRIDAY:  MAY 8, 2020

READ:  LUKE 11:5-13

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “So here is what I say to you. Ask, and it will be given to you. Search, and you will find. Knock, and 
the door will be opened to you. Everyone who asks will receive. He who searches will find. And the door will be opened to 
the one who knocks.”  Luke 11:9-10

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

If you would indulge me for a few minutes I want to end our week of study on prayer with a brief look at history’s past and 
what can happen by the power of prayer. The following is an encapsulation of an article I found in the American Family Asso-
ciation magazine written by Senior Vice President, Buddy Smith on the power of prayer for our country. 

In 2 Chronicles 7:14 there is a promise for the people of God. And as history reports, when God’s people get serious about 
prayer, repentance, and humbly seek the will of God, He will pour out His Spirit and heal our land. Thankfully, throughout our 
history, it has been written of pivotal periods when in our obedience to God, He has demonstrated His desire to act on our be-
half. Several times over the centuries God has poured out His Spirit, and entire cities have turned to Him. Smith writes of prayer 
meetings that swelled into the streets, and millions around the world have felt the impact. 

The article goes on to describe the moral impact of the first Great Awakening (1734-1760), that is often credited with laying 
the foundation for the formation of our system of government after the American Revolution. It was at that time in history as if 
the church was in a semi-slumber. As this prayer meeting began to take root there was a sudden rush of power that had awak-
ened the church that reminded them of Penecost.

As the message of repentance and the lordship of Jesus Christ were proclaimed in power, entire congregations from across 
New England experienced the manifest power and presence of God. There were so many lives transformed that some thought 
the millennial reign of Christ was imminent! There have only been a couple of other times in the history of our country that a 
spiritual awakening has taken place. Could it be that what we are experiencing right now might lead into one more ‘great 
awakening’ for people’s lives to be transformed by hearing the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the first time?

Do you believe in the power of prayer? Could our prayers today once again stir the heart of our God to save America? We 
are experiencing the stress and woe of our country right now. God has done it in the past and He can do it again! At this 
moment in time it seems to me that we should be calling on Almighty God to hear our cries of repentance and for Him to heal 
our land again!

I believe we need a new work of God to reach a new generation, in a new way, so our state-line communities may know that 
there is indeed a God who lives, who empowers through answered prayer, and who changes the destiny of those who will call 
on His name! 

“…if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” - 2 Chron.7:14

God’s answer:

“Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place.” - 2 Chron.7:15

Are you with me?  I hope so.  Let’s put those new skills to work and together through prayer God will do it! 

Have a great Friday and blessed weekend with family,
Pastor Randy


