
MONDAY | APRIL 26, 2021

READ:  JOHN 8:1-11  

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman. She had been caught in adultery. They 
made her stand in front of the group.”  - John 8:3

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

John 8:1-11 presents us with a fascinating study of the life of Jesus. This text, at first glance, would provide the folks in Holly-
wood with a blockbuster script for a salacious movie. It has all the elements of mystery, conspiracy, and adultery written all 
over it. Whoever said the Bible was a boring read hasn’t been reading it.  As we break down the story of our text, I want to 
focus our thoughts today on those behind the plot. The connivers. The conspirators. The colluders. Although all of these descrip-
tive words describe those in our story, the one most familiar to us today might be the word ‘colluders’ or ‘collusion’.  If you have 
paid attention at all to any news, you have heard that word at least a million or more times over the past few years. Webster 
defines collusion as a secret or illegal cooperation or conspiracy, especially to cheat or deceive others.  And John 8:1-11 
meets that criteria to the tee, so let the investigation into these conspirators begin. 

As our investigation begins, Jesus is up early in the morning and heading over to the temple courtyard, where a group of 
people had gathered to hear him teach. And as was accustom, Jesus walked up in front of the group and sat down before 
speaking.  It seems from John’s description of the scene that he intended for us to know more than just the time and place of 
this event. John’s focus turns to Jesus and who He is. Jesus’ central position in the crowd informs us of His authoritative role as a 
teacher of God’s will, elevating Him to the center of Jewish national, social, and religious life. He is positioned in a posture of 
authority and is surrounded by God’s people, the Jews, making Jesus a direct threat to the teachers of the Law and the reli-
gious leaders of the day. Due to this perceived threat, enter the conspirators, who arrive just as Jesus is to begin teaching. Who 
were these men? What was their purpose? And who is that woman with them? 

Thus far, the teachers of the Law and the religious leaders, the Pharisees, had been unable to find a reason to arrest Jesus, end-
ing his threat to their hold on the temple. Remember, the Pharisees had a very lucrative business going at the temple selling the 
animals that people had to use for sacrifice. They were making an excellent living. The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 
colluded together in secret to find a way to trap Jesus that would force Him to violate the Law. The plan was to present Jesus 
with a woman caught in adultery to see if He would respond according to the Law. Because they knew where Jesus would be 
that morning, they went to spring their trap! Our plot begins to thicken. Stay tuned.

• Describe a time when someone tattled on you at school or home?

• Who is behind the collusion to entrap Jesus?

• Why is there a conspiracy plotted against Jesus?

• What do the conspirators use as the “bait” for their trap?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 15:1-9

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION
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TUESDAY | APRIL 27, 2021

READ:  JOHN 8:1-6 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” - John 8:5

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

We’ve been introduced to the conspirators and the accused, so today, we turn our attention to the conniving itself. The teachers 
of the Law and the Pharisees have conspired against Jesus to entrap him so they can have him arrested. The lawyers and Phar-
isees have conveniently “caught” a woman in the act of adultery. She’s been dragged from her bed with nothing more than a 
sheet and paraded in front of a crowd meeting with Jesus. I don’t know about you, but something smells fishy here.  How did 
the religious leaders from the temple “catch” a woman in adultery? Did this happen by chance, or are we looking at a scripted 
event? And there is something else missing from this story, a man.  It seems logical that if adultery, the act of a man or wom-
an having intimate relations with someone other than their spouse, were taking place, there must have been a man involved. 
Where is he? Are you beginning to see the collusion, and how conveniently this event came together? Someone had to be 
watching at the window to pull this off with such precise timing.  

The lawyers and Pharisees knew the Law inside and out. They knew the consequences of such an act but wanted Jesus to 
weigh in on the situation. The plan was to try and trip Jesus up by using the Law against him. They needed Jesus to say some-
thing, anything, that they could use against him. The Book of Leviticus provides us with the prescription for adultery. The Law 
stated that both parties must be put to death (stoning) when a man and woman are guilty of sexual immorality. The Scribes 
and Pharisees presented Jesus with the woman and what the Law said and asked Him, “Jesus, what say you?” The conspirators 
knew that stonings had become pretty rare, but they ask Jesus for His judgment anyway. They wanted to embarrass Jesus over 
the Law of Moses. Would Jesus apply the Law strictly and cause the woman to die while the man was nowhere to be found? 
Or would Jesus give her a pardon as if adultery didn’t matter?  The plot begins to boil, and they think they have Jesus caught in 
their trap!

• What seems suspicious about this whole plot? 

• What does the Law say should happen to those caught in adultery? 

• How are the conspirators trying to trap Jesus?

• What are some of the options for how Jesus might respond? 

FURTHER READING:  DEUTERONOMY 22:22

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



WEDNESDAY | APRIL 28, 2021

READ:  JOHN 8:1-8 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “They were trying to trap Jesus with that question. They wanted to have a reason to bring charges against 
him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.” - John 8:6 

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The Scribes and the Pharisees are working their plot to perfection. They have a woman caught in sexual immorality right in front 
of Jesus; they have sited the Law regarding such behavior and have now challenged Jesus to provide a solution without entrap-
ping himself in their legal net. The colluders think they have created the perfect “dilemma” to pin Jesus to a specific response to 
their challenge. Jesus could have responded in several ways. He could have said, “yes, the Law is correct, stone the woman.” 
But this would have put his reputation with those in government and with the general public in jeopardy. Plus, this answer would 
have caused the ordinary people to abandon Jesus and his message and mission of grace. Or, if Jesus responded, “no, this 
woman should not be stoned to death,” He would have been openly breaking the Law and making himself vulnerable to arrest. 
With the challenge made and the trap set, Jesus prepares His response.  

As you may recall, this wasn’t the first time the temple’s religious leaders tried to pit Jesus against Moses to entrap him, and 
this time they think they have him. I find it very interesting and informing that up to this point in our story, Jesus has yet to say 
a word. It reminds me of the future words written by Jesus’ brother James, “be quick to listen and slow to speak.” It seems like 
great wisdom, and Jesus is practicing it in this situation. While preparing His response to the Pharisee’s challenge, he chose to 
place this woman’s condition before his own. I have to believe that Jesus was not happy with how this woman has been parad-
ed half-naked out into the middle of this hostile crowd to trick him. Had the woman sinned? Yes. But again, where is the man 
who had been with her? Did he not deserve the same fate as the woman? How would Jesus handle the situation? 

Jesus knew the challenge before him. He knew perfectly what the conspirators were up to, and more importantly, He knew their 
hearts. Instead of dignifying their challenge with an interpretation of the Law, Jesus remained silent. The silence had to drive the 
Scribes and Pharisees crazy! And what probably made them even more nuts, Jesus bent down and began writing in the dirt. 
Can you imagine what was going through their minds? What is Jesus doing? What is he writing? Is he writing about me? Did 
Jesus think what hypocrites, they come judging others but not themselves? We don’t know what he was thinking or what he was 
writing in the dirt, but I am sure they all wanted to know whatever it was.  

Suddenly, Jesus straightened up and offered a direct challenge to the Scribes, Pharisees, and all that were in the crowd. Jesus’ 
challenge, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” Then Jesus quietly stooped back down to 
the ground and began writing in the sand again. Things got so quiet at that moment you could’ve heard a stone drop!

• What was the challenge the Scribes and Pharisees made to Jesus?

• How do you think this woman was feeling? 

• What might Jesus have been thinking concerning this woman and her situation? 

• What was Jesus’ initial response to their challenge? Why?

•  What do you think Jesus was writing in the sand?

• When Jesus finally responds verbally, how does he answer their challenge? Why?

FURTHER READING:  DEUTERONOMY 17:5-7

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



THURSDAY | APRIL 29, 2021

READ:  JOHN 8:1-9 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Those who heard what he had said began to go away. They left one at a time, the older ones first. Soon 
only Jesus was left. The woman was still standing there.” - John 8:9

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

They made their challenge. It is still unknown how the Scribes and Pharisees could catch this woman in the act of adultery, hide 
her accomplice and present her to Jesus as a trap. It was a genuinely elaborate scheme to secure a reason for accusing Jesus. 
While doodling in the dirt, Jesus quickly evaluated all the options for a response. Neither of his possible choices would suffice. 
Although the challenge came presented to Jesus as a leading question, He stood up and responded with a challenging state-
ment, which has become a now-classic line, “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.”  

With His statement, he brilliantly reminds these “accusers,” of the Old Testament regulations in Leviticus and Deuteronomy, 
which specify that the witnesses of such a crime be the first to cast stones at the guilty party. Also, Jesus added a new twist to 
the statement, requiring those who would accuse and throw the first stones must be without sin. Jesus knew he was the only one 
now standing there that could meet such a requirement. Upon hearing the new condition, the Scribes, the Pharisees, and the 
crowd of bystanders realizing this was beyond impossible for them, quietly began to fade away out of sight. Silence had over-
taken the entire area surrounding Jesus and the woman. It was so quiet you could only hear the sound of stones falling from the 
hands of the accusers as they walked away.  Thump...thump…thump.

Don’t you find it interesting as we read verse nine that as the accusers silently walked away, dropping their rocks, that it was the 
older ones who left first? There must be something significant about that. It seems to be a matter of discernment, that these older 
ones with greater maturity, greater authority, more excellent knowledge, and respect were first to recognize the trap.  They 
realized that whether they stepped out and faced public examination and exposure by Jesus for their sinfulness or retreated, 
they could not escape the humiliation of their hypocrisy. Within minutes, not one person remained but Jesus and the woman. It 
seems that her accusers turned out to be the convicted!

• Who makes up the list of “accusers”? 

• What do you think would happen if Jesus told them to “stone” her?

• What would happen if Jesus told them to let her go?

• What do you think Jesus was trying to communicate to the crowd by his statement?

• Who has become the convicted?

• What was the sound that pierced the silence after Jesus’ statement? 

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 7:1-5

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



FRIDAY | APRIL 30, 2021

READ:  JOHN 8:1-11 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I 
condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” - John 8:10b-11

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

After making his classic statement in verse seven, Jesus again stooped to the ground and began to write it in the dirt. As I men-
tioned previously, we have no idea or record of what Jesus wrote in the soil that day. All we have is speculation. Scholars have 
speculated that maybe he was drafting a verdict or writing a quote. Perhaps he was writing down the names of the accusers 
to remind them of their own issues. We don’t know. Whatever it was, when finished, he let them all know that whoever was 
innocent could start the execution by throwing out the first stone. As you will recall from yesterday, a great silence came over 
the crowd! 

After the silent crowd walked away from the scene, one by one dropping their stones, only Jesus and the woman remained.  
When Jesus had finished writing on the ground for a second time, he looked up to see that only the woman was left.  Now 
that everyone had gone, Jesus speaks to the woman for the first time. He didn’t ask about her guilt or innocence but asked her, 
“where are your accusers?” The entire crowd, including the Scribes and the Pharisees, who had condemned her to death, were 
now gone. And now, the million-dollar question remained. What would Jesus do? Would He choose to charge her or let her 
go?  

Noticing that none of her accusers remained to condemn her, Jesus said to her, “Then neither do I condemn you...Go now and 
leave your life of sin.” Several things need stressed at this point of the story:

1. Jesus did not approve of her sin, nor did he dismiss her without warning. He informed her that her life of sin must 
stop. Jesus’ releasing her was an act of grace, not of permission. For Jesus to forgive her sins meant that he would 
one day have to die for them. Forgiveness is free, but it is not cheap. 

2. Jesus didn’t intend to teach us that no human being can or should make moral judgments concerning others. A 
conclusion like that wouldn’t make sense in light of other scripture passages. And it becomes self-contradictory 
because when one corrects another for passing moral judgment, he too, has passed moral judgment. 

3. Jesus condemned hypocritical judgment. The Scribes and Pharisees showed no concern for this woman or her re-
demption. Nor were they interested in obedience to Moses’ Law. Jesus was right not to let them enact their justice 
on this woman. 

God gave us His Law so that it would reveal our sin (Rom. 3:20), and the Law must condemn us before God’s grace can 
cleanse us. Law and grace are not in competition with each other; they complement each other. No one is saved by keeping 
the Law, but no one is saved by grace who is not indicted by the Law first. There must be conviction before there can be conver-
sion. Nor is Christ’s gracious forgiveness an excuse to sin. “Go, and sin no more!” was Jesus’ counsel. Indeed, the experience 
of God’s grace should motivate the penitent sinner to live a holy and obedient life to the glory of God. The same grace extend-
ed to this woman is made available to you and me by the cross of Christ and his shed blood. Just like Jesus called this woman 
to a new life, He calls us. We must repent and allow Jesus to change the direction of our lives to follow after Him. What’s your 
next move? Go and leave your life of sin. And follow Him!

•Why do you think Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground? 

•What was the significance of Jesus question to the woman in v.10? 

•How does the way Jesus treated the woman help you face your sins? 

•Jesus accepts us “as is” so does that free us to change or does it support our bad behavior? 

•When have you felt ‘tried and convicted’ by the crowd?

FURTHER READING:  ROMANS 8:1-17


