
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 6: “PRAYER:  LET US PRAY, PT.3” 

TUESDAY:  MAY 19, 2020

READ:  PSALM 139

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “God, see what is in my heart. Know what is there. Put me to the test. Know what I’m thinking. See if 
there’s anything in my life you don’t like. Help me live in the way that is always right.“ - Psalms 139:23-24

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

As I read through the entire Psalm in preparation for what God wants to share with us today, I couldn’t get past how much this 
Psalm speaks of how many of us feel right now. Each morning when we get up we find ourselves navigating through this new 
“normal” and wonder what it holds for our future. The comfort we find in this Psalm is the completeness of God’s knowledge 
and care for each one of us 24/7/365 or 360 for our Jewish friends.

It should never cease to amaze us at how completely God knows us. As God did for David, he does for us. He sifts through 
every part of our being in painstaking detail to know every part of us. God has always been at work in our lives. He formed 
us in our mother’s womb. He sees our every action and He knows our every thought. There is no place on this earth we can go 
that is beyond God’s reach, his saving presence or His love. No matter how vast the distance or how deep our darkness, not 
even death can form a barrier too great for our God.

Knowing that God is so close to us should turn our wonder about Him into praise for Him. God thinks about us constantly.  
Think about that and let that sink in for a moment. The God of the Universe thinks about you! He thinks about me! It seems 
only logical that we should take some time to think about all that He means to us. I don’t know about you, but this gives me an 
extreme confidence and a complete sense of security. While we sleep, He is with us. When we awake, He is with us. Even after 
we die and awake at our resurrection, He is with us. Is there anywhere we can go where He is not? NO!

But what about those days when I just feel like screaming out against the whole world!  When it seems like life’s enemies 
surround us on every side. On one side the bills are piling up. On another side my business is closed, or I have no job due to 
a plague. We have those days when we just feel under attack from the enemy on every side. Even in Psalm 139 we see David 
have an outburst of anger. At times we too may find ourselves having to deal with fits of anger at the violence and blasphemy 
of the wickedness all around us. We begin to question God with the “whys.”  Why doesn’t God do this or that? Why doesn’t 
God just get rid of my enemies? Afterall, they’re His enemies too?  

In Psalm 139, as David cries out in anger about his enemies to God, he gets no answer. Sometimes in God’s silence is the an-
swer we need to hear.  There are times when we cry out to God and it seems as if He isn’t listening because we don’t get any 
answer. Maybe that is the answer.  What if God were to listen to David’s cry to kill his enemies or listened to our cries for the 
same? In our prayers for God to act in our humanness, in our inability to see beyond our pain, had God acted people would 
have died. People that God also made and loves.  God’s ways are higher than our ways and His thoughts higher than our 
thoughts.  For David, and for us, even our enemies are never beyond God’s reach. God doesn’t always destroy our enemies 
(and His), because his patient love waits for them to become His friends. 

Finally, with our outbursts over and out of the way, let us invite God to test our inner thoughts and worries. I think we will find 
that what we want is what David wanted, God’s perfect knowledge of God and to live life God’s way. As we pray today let’s 
pray this way for our lives and for the lives of those we love. Lead us Lord, in Your ways and in Your knowledge. Place in us a 
broken and contrite heart for that is what you love.

 FURTHER READING:  PSALM 150

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS THE PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF PRAYER.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   C=CONFESSION (repentance)   T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Have a blessed Tuesday,
Pastor Randy


