
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
BLINDED BY THE LIGHT, PART 1
MONDAY:  SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

READ:  ACTS 9:1-19

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “On his journey, Saul approached Damascus. Suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him.”  
- Acts 9:3

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Have you ever changed your mind about something?  Maybe it is the color of a shirt or blouse you want to buy. Perhaps it is 
the flavor of ice cream you want to choose.  Should I go on that date or not?  We have all changed our minds about some-
thing in life.  I believe we change our minds for a couple of reasons.  It could be just a specific preference we have of one thing 
over another.  Or we change our minds because we have received more information or new information that will allow us to 
make a more educated decision or choice.    

I believe one of the most important decisions I ever made was my conversion to a life in Christ.  I will never forget the day 
the question of following Jesus and making Him the Lord of my life confronted me.  As a child, I grew up in a Christian home.   
Attending church was not an option; if the doors to the church were open, we were there.   In the ‘70s, revival meetings were a 
big deal.  It was a time in our culture when churches would bring in notable musicians and speakers to present a renewed view 
of the gospel to convert people to Christ.  It was during one of those times that I converted to the faith.  As a ten-year-old, it was 
sometimes hard to pay attention to adult services.  However, this time our pastor had brought in a revival speaker with a hobby 
of performing magic.  I was intrigued!  The speaker would take time each service to present the gospel to kids in the audience 
by using a “magic” trick.  Although I cannot remember the deceptive ruse he used that day, I remember it as the day when the 
Spirit of God spoke to my heart about making Him the Lord of my life.  When he gave the invitation to move out of my seat to 
walk to the church’s altar to pray and receive Christ, I did.  My life has never been the same!  I converted from my old life to a 
new life in Christ.

In our text we discover the story of a man named Saul.  He was a religious man, well-studied in the Torah, but he did not have 
a relationship with the God he knew so much about.  He saw the newly converted Christians as his enemies.  He sought with 
everything he knew to stamp out this movement against the religious establishment in its infancy.  He persecuted the Christians 
seeking to round them up and put them in prison.  He wanted to stop the spread of this message of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.  Saul when given the chance would vote for the death penalty for anyone caught, tried, and convicted of sharing the 
message of Jesus. 

• What do you know about Saul so far from the text?

• Did Saul have heart knowledge of God or head knowledge?

• How would explain the difference between knowing God and having a relationship with him?

• Why was he so against the Christians? What made them a threat?

• Do you remember the details of your “conversion” moment?

• How would you describe that moment to someone who doesn’t know Christ yet?  

• What has changed in your life since that conversion moment?

FURTHER READING:  ACTS 22

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Growing in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


