
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
ANANIAS GOES TO STRAIGHT STREET
WEDNESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 16, 2020

READ:  ACTS 9:10-19

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “In Damascus there was a believer named Ananias. The Lord called out to him in a vision. “Ananias!” 
he said. “Yes, Lord,” he answered.  The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street.” - Acts 9:10-11a

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

This week we are studying the conversion of a man known as an enemy of God.  We last saw Saul on the road to Damascus 
blind after his “flash” encounter with Jesus.  His traveling companions led him by hand into the city to a house owned by a man 
named Judas.  Saul was to stay there for three days.  He did not eat or drink anything.  He prayed.  The man who traveled 
from Jerusalem to persecute Christians was stopped dead in his tracks.  Saul was seeking to sort things out.  

Meanwhile, across town, another man named Ananias received a vision from God.  The Lord has a job for him to do.  The 
gospel had reached Damascus earlier, and Ananias was one who heard it and believed.  I realize that this passage’s primary 
focus is Saul’s conversion, but I want to draw your attention for a brief moment on the man, Ananias.  Without the quiet obedi-
ence of this man, Saul might have remained blind and confused.  Who is this man, Ananias?  We are told little about him.  He 
was a follower of Christ in Damascus and a mature one to be sure to be given the task he is assigned.  Put yourself in the shoes 
of Ananias.  You have heard all sorts of rumors and reports about all the harm Saul has done to God’s saints in Jerusalem.  This 
man is raising havoc everywhere he goes, determined to have Christians arrested, and returned to Jerusalem for trial.  There is 
no doubt Ananias has heard what happened to Stephen and that Saul was there. 

How would you feel?  You would be afraid.   But you know your responsibility as a follower is to share the gospel.  Even if 
you can escape the fear yourself and flee, there are still those left behind to face the persecution.  If you run, who will lead the 
church?  Who will care for the widows and orphans?   Your hope is in the Lord, but you realize that sometimes God delivers 
His children only through death.  You swallow hard, remembering the stories of how God has already rescued Peter and John 
and permitted Stephen’s death.   Here is where things get tough.  In verse 10, God calls out to Ananias by name!  He respond-
ed without hesitation, although we don’t know the tone of his answer.  What is going through his mind?  Is God going to have 
me lead the community into hiding?  Does he want me to confront this Jew and fight him?  No.  To the surprise of Ananias, God 
wants him to go and welcome his enemy Saul into his house! 

I have to admit I would have been a bit apprehensive.  Maybe Ananias was we don’t know.  Either way, God reassured 
Ananias that it would be okay.  The Christians and the church of Damascus were going to escape the wrath and persecution of 
Saul.  God said to Ananias, “you are going to be the one I use to defuse the threat.”  Through the obedience of Ananias, God 
was going to transform the persecutor of the church into a proclaimer of the truth!  

I am sure Ananias had some questions, but he went where God directed him to go.   He was to go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street.  Upon arrival, Ananias walked right into the house, over to Saul, and prayed with him.  I would have been a bit 
more cautious myself, but it seems that he entered under God’s confidence.  Ananias finds a man once an outspoken, battler 
for the religious establishment, sitting quiet, shattered and broken, starring straight into the darkness.   Sighing a breath of relief, 
Ananias pulls up a chair and sits tenderly down beside the blind Saul and asks him to share his story.   Swift to listen and slow 
to speak, He gives Saul his undivided attention. 

After Saul finishes his story, Ananias realizes the magnitude of the miracle he has observed.  In faith, he calls Saul “brother.”  
He welcomes him into the family of God.  Ananias laid his hands on Saul and felt the Holy Spirit’s power heal him, removing 
the scales from his eyes and beginning the process of spiritual healing in Saul’s heart.  He immediately baptized Saul and got 
him something to eat.  Saul’s strength began to return. 

We have just witnessed one of the most significant life transformations ever recorded in the Bible.  Here are a couple of take-
aways from our text.  First, God can save anyone.  Never give up on the one for whom you pray.  Second, God often uses “up 
front” people like Saul to accomplish his purpose.  He was bold, extroverted, and well known among the press.  If that’s not 
your personality or style, it is okay.  God needs all kinds.  Here’s what I don’t want us to miss in this story.  The first two take-
aways are undoubtedly relevant, but without Ananias’s and Barnabas’s work behind the scenes discipling Saul and assisting 



his entrance into the church community, his ministry may have been a lot harder to get started. Be encouraged, the church, 
Christ’s body, needs mouths and knees and feet and hearts.  Just as there was a job for Ananias, there’s a job for you to do 
too! 

• Have you ever thought someone was beyond God’s reach?

• How does Saul’s story challenge that assumption?

• What do you think was the most significant thing to happen to Saul after Ananias prayed for him?

• Who is someone in your life, like Ananias, who has helped you on your spiritual journey?

• To whom does God want you to play the role of Ananias?

FURTHER READING:  ACTS 4:23-31

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In Obedience to Christ,  

Pastor Randy


