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READ:  MATTHEW 16:1-4

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “An evil and unfaithful people look for a miraculous sign. But none will be given to them except the sign of 
Jonah.” - Matthew 16:4

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

“And the sign said “Long-haired freaky people
Need not apply.” So I tucked my hair up under my hat
And I went in to ask him why. He said, “You look like a fine upstandin’ young man I think you’ll do,” So I took off my hat and 
said, “Imagine that Huh, me workin’ for you” Whoa
Sign, sign, Everywhere a sign, Blockin’ out the scenery,
Breakin’ my mind, Do this, don’t do that. Can’t you read the sign?” 

If you are old enough, you may recognize this infamous verse from the song “Signs” by the Five Man Electrical Band. They 
seemed to be on a ‘sign-seeking’ mission of sorts themselves. I think their mission was more due to a time of rebellion rather 
than seeking signs of the miraculous. It seems it was the same way in Jesus’ day. Many people followed after him seeking 
signs. Matthew shares a time when even the Pharisees and Sadducees sought after Jesus for signs.  

Unfortunately, the religious leaders weren’t interested in the signs and miracles Jesus was displaying. Their goal was to unite to-
gether in opposition to silence Jesus. What made this even more interesting was that these two religious factions rarely agreed 
on much unless they came together for a brief time against what was considered a common enemy. On this day, the Pharisees 
and the Sadducees united for a common cause to challenge Christ. Their challenge to Jesus was to show them a sign that 
would convince them that He was the Messiah. Remember, up to this moment, Jesus had already performed many miracles, 
and the word was out. So why would they need another ‘sign’? When translated, the term ‘sign’ means way more than merely 
a miracle or a demonstration of power. When rightfully defined ‘sign’ means “a wonder by which one may recognize a person 
or confirm who he is.”  

We discover that this is not the first time the religious leaders had asked Jesus for a sign. It was the fourth and would not be the 
last. What was their motive? We know that miracles do not convince people of their sin or cause a desire for salvation. What 
miracles do is confirm the existence of faith but not where there is willful unbelief, which was the case with the religious leaders.  
Knowing their hearts and their plan, Jesus did what all great teachers do; he immediately changed the subject to the weather. 
He knew that they could look to the sky and draw reliable conclusions concerning the weather when they honestly looked at 
the evidence the heavens provided. In doing this, Jesus exposed His enemies for their dishonest and stubborn blindness to the 
truth. It was simple genius.  

Like many people, these men could look at the evidence of things in this world and make valid predictions and conclusions. 
Still, they refused to honestly examine the evidence Jesus had presented many times in plain sight. The enemies of Christ will not 
believe, and in choosing not to believe, they could not believe. The Pharisees and the Sadducees, like many today, did not lack 
the evidence of Christ; they lacked the honesty and humility to believe and accept Him. Sadly, their demand for a sign only 
revealed the evil and spiritually adulterous condition of their fallen hearts.  When we worship the One true God, acknowledge 
His death, burial, and resurrection, we can recognize and know His Son!  Signs, signs everywhere there are signs, all you have 
to do is look.

• What do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees were hoping to see in the sky?

• How convincing would a sign have been for these religious leaders?

• What “sign” caused you to believe and follow Jesus as your Lord and Savior?

FURTHER READING:  LUKE 12:54-59

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Sharing the Good News,   
Pastor Randy


