
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 3: “FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED” 

TUESDAY:  APRIL 28, 2020

READ:  MATTHEW 15:21-28

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He replied, “Because your faith is much too small. What I’m about to tell you is true. If you have 
faith as small as a mustard seed, it is enough.“  Matthew 17:20

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

This morning we read a story leading up to our study for the week in chapter 17. You may recall reading this story during yes-
terday’s reading, but I want us to take a closer look into the story of this Canaanite woman and her daughter. 

Jesus met this woman in Tyre about 35 miles northwest of Galilee. Jesus was traveling through the region to get a break from 
the great crowds of people who had been following him. The Gentile woman pleaded with Jesus to heal her daughter because 
she was possessed by a demon. She addressed Jesus in the proper way as Lord, his messianic title. Yet, Jesus did not answer 
the woman. Even the disciples begged Jesus to just send her away.

• Why did Jesus not answer the woman?

• Are you surprised by Jesus’ attitude toward the woman? Why or why not?

• The disciples ask Jesus “why” he doesn’t help the woman. What is Jesus’ answer?

It was a good thing for the daughter that her mother didn’t give up easily and just walk away with her request unanswered 
and her hopes dashed to bits. Jesus for the moment doesn’t address the woman because he hasn’t come to the Gentiles but 
has come for the lost sheep of Israel and it would not be appropriate for Him to bring blessings to a Gentile before blessing 
the chosen people of Israel. We’re not sure if this thought ever crossed the woman’s mind. Even so, the woman on her knees, 
reverently before Jesus pleads with him to hear her case for help! Upon hearing Jesus’ response, the woman saw herself in the 
picture He had painted with his story and knew her place as a Gentile, not as a part of the family of Israel.

• What was the place of the Gentile woman in the story Jesus told?

• How does the woman respond? How might have you responded?

• Do you think it was her intent to deprive Israel of God’s blessing? Why or why not?

The woman knew that she was only eligible for the crumbs from the master’s table. However, in an act of humility before the 
Lord and not wanting to deprive Israel of her rightful place and blessing, the woman simply asked that some of that blessing be 
extended to her in her time of need. It was because of her “great faith,” the kind of faith Jesus was looking for from the people 
of Israel, that He granted her request. It was in that very moment that the woman’s daughter was healed! What a contrast we 
see in this Gentile woman’s faith compared to Israel’s leaders who were rejecting Jesus.

• When you deal with outsiders are you more like the disciples or Jesus?

• How has God gone a long distance to heal you?

• How does the story boost your faith in Christ?

FURTHER READING:  LUKE 17:1-10

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER. THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS STRENGTHENING OUR FAITH.

A=ADORATION    C=CONFESSION    T=THANKSGIVING    S=SUPPLICATION

Have a Terrific Tuesday,
Pastor Randy


