
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 5: “PRAYER, WHAT’S THE POINT, PT.2” 

FRIDAY:  MAY 15, 2020

READ:  JAMES 5:14-15

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Are any of you sick? Then send for the elders of the church to pray over you. Ask them to anoint you 
with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer offered by those who have faith will make you well. The Lord will heal you. If 
you have sinned, you will be forgiven.”   James 5:14-15

TODAY’S THOUGHT:

When sickness and trouble come are way, we should feel an immediate call to prayer. Likewise, when life is filled with sufficien-
cy and blessing, we should pray with hearts filled with praise and thanksgiving. This is what James is teaching us.

Currently, because of our world situation from this plague, are minds are focused on the physical when it comes to the word 
“sick.” When James uses the term “sick” he isn’t just referring to our physical health. He is also referring to our spiritual, mental 
and emotional health. In today’s text, James is placing the emphasis on a weakness of faith or conscience. In fact, the Greek 
word used here in verse 15 (kamnonta) which is translated “sick person” literally means “to be weary.” 

James is writing here to those who had grown weary, who had become weak both morally and spiritually in the middle of their 
suffering. It seems to me that a lot of us may be starting to grow weary from the suffering of this pestilence and the world-wide 
fear mongering that has come with it. James advice to those who are growing weary is this, call for help from the elders of the 
church, from friends and family members who are Followers. And for those of us who are leaders in the church we are called 
to pray for and to encourage those who are weary, timid and weak. 

James “big idea” or main point is that through prayer the “weak” and the “weary” would be refreshed and encouraged. And 
because we pray in faith our prayers will be answered and make them well. Through our faith they will be restored from their 
discouragement and spiritual defeat.   James reminds us who does the healing, “the Lord will raise them up.” The restoration 
can be spiritual just as it can be physical.  He clarifies this for us by his statement that if one has sinned, he will be forgiven.

In verse 16 the conclusion is clear: “therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other.” That is our service to 
one another. Our mutual concern for one another is the way to combat this discouragement and downfall. And the cure comes 
in personal confession and prayerful concern. Remember, “It is the powerful and effective … prayer of a righteous person 
that brings the needed cure from God.” Be encouraged. Take everything in prayer to our Father in heaven. He will hear and 
answer. Together through prayer we will get to the other side of this current suffering and someday to the other side of heaven!

• If you find yourself weak and weary pray to your Father in heaven.

• Who needs you to pray for them right now?

FURTHER READING:  PRAY PSALM 25

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER: THE FOCUS THIS WEEK IS PRAYING FOR INTERCESSION WITH PASSION.

A=ADORATION (praise/worship)   C=CONFESSION (repentance)   T=THANKSGIVING (what are you thankful for)   
S=SUPPLICATION (ask God for what you need and what you want Him to do)

Happy Fearless Friday,
Pastor Randy


