
MONDAY | MAY 17, 2021

READ:  1 PETER 2:21-25  

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Scripture says, “He didn’t commit any sin. No lies ever came out of his mouth.”  
(Isaiah 53:9) - 1 Peter 2:22

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Imitating Each Other Or Christ

“In the British Museum, a Greek writing tablet, earlier than the Christian era, is shown. It is the classical equivalent of a child’s 
copybook. The master has written the headline. The scholar traced the second with his eye upon the first, but afterward, each 
line a reproduction, not of the first writing, but the last. Consequently, each line shows a broader divergence from the pattern 
than the one before. Is not this one cause of the broken character of our holiness—that we imitate one another or reproduce our 
familiar imperfections instead of portraying the fair likeness of Jesus Christ? “A person who claims to be continuing in union with 
him ought to conduct his life the way he did.” (1 John 2:6). —Christian Victory

As I put text to page, I find myself living in a very precarious time as a follower of Jesus Christ here in America. Never before in 
my lifetime has the attack on Christians been so evident and directed than today. I describe it as persecution but not like in oth-
er parts of the world or like those of the first-century church. However, it is nonetheless genuine. The attacks on Christians that 
used to be subtle are now openly made by the media, Big Tech, and our so-called elites. And the persecution is celebrated. I 
fear the worst is yet to come. Will we be ready?

Interestingly, as Peter was writing his first letter to the church, they too were beginning to feel the flames of persecution. Schol-
ars believe Peter was writing this letter to the many followers who had scattered themselves among the various cities of the 
empire. His challenge to them was a call to holiness, even in troubled times, and recognizing persecution as a gift from God.  

Peter wants us to see the importance of living holy lives and following our role model Jesus Christ. He associates holy living 
with two qualities. Christ-followers will display an active love for others and will decisively reject every kind of evil vice. “You 
have made yourselves pure by obeying the truth. So you have an honest and true love for your brothers and sisters. Love each 
other deeply, from the heart.” And, “So get rid of every kind of evil. Stop telling lies. Don’t pretend to be something you are not. 
Stop wanting what others have. Don’t speak against each other.”  These qualities will permanently mark the lives of those living 
by practical holiness. The truth is that persecution will come our way. As our key verse says, Jesus was without sin and never 
told a lie, yet he was persecuted and suffered death on a cross. Because we have chosen to make Christ our role model, we, 
too, will experience persecution and suffering. God never asks us to do any more than He was willing to do. Jesus, while perse-
cuted unjustly, could have retaliated; he didn’t. It is in His submission we find the example of how Jesus wants us to live today! 
Jesus is my role model. Is He yours?

• Who is your role model? What qualities have you tried to copy in your life? 

• With Christ our role model, what two qualities of holiness does Peter say we should emulate?

• What part will persecution and suffering play in the lives of a Christ-follower? Why? 

• What role does submission play in living a holy life?

FURTHER READING:  ISAIAH 53:3-9

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION
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TUESDAY | MAY 18, 2021

READ:  1 PETER 2:21-25 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Christ suffered for you. He left you an example. He expects you to follow in his steps. You too were cho-
sen to suffer.” - 1 Peter 2:21

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Yesterday in our look at 1 Peter 2:22, we were reminded of and given a picture of the suffering servant portrayed in Isaiah 53. 
Isaiah provided a vivid description of the suffering and persecution our sin caused Jesus Christ, our Savior and role model. He 
was sinless yet punished for doing good. And in His despair, he left us an example of how to live. Jesus expects us to follow in 
His footsteps. He chose to suffer, and if we decide to follow Him, we will suffer. Peter wrote in our key verse today, “you were 
chosen to suffer.” Say what?! When I decided to follow Jesus, I think I missed the part about suffering and persecution. I don’t 
know about you, but I do not enjoy persecution and attacks on my faith. Yet, that is what we should expect as followers of 
Christ.  It should be our honor to suffer for Christ. 

Everything Jesus did while He walked this earth is the perfect example for us to follow. He even modeled the way to respond 
under persecution in this world.  Ok, we know we’re chosen to suffer, but now what? How should we respond when persecut-
ed?  I believe how we respond matters because Jesus modeled it, and Peter lived it and wrote to the church about it.  I know 
that suffering and persecution are coming my way. And I know that when I take my eyes off Jesus, I can get myself into trouble 
and cause my pain and suffering.  But what about when I am walking straight and narrow, in the center of God’s will? Will I 
find pain and suffering there? You’re not going to like this, but the answer is yes. But be warned, there is a popular but shallow 
theology floating around in culture that says this is not true for Christians. Those who would push such an idea must not remem-
ber the cross. Just look at Jesus. He alone proves you can be living ideally, in the center of God’s will, loved by God, and still 
get mistreated unfairly.  

In His example of humility and submission to persecution, Jesus never displayed any weakness but power and strength. Remem-
ber, He could have summoned legions of angels to protect and rescue him, but He did not. Yes, Jesus is our Example of living a 
holy life and a life of submission under great persecution. But you and I are not saved by following Jesus’ Example because we 
would stumble over yesterday’s key verse that said, “He did not sin.” That leaves me out. Sinners like me need a Savior, not an 
Example. However, once the blood of Christ saved me, I wanted Him as my Example. I chose to follow closely in His footsteps. 
I now seek to imitate Christ!  How about you?

• How would you describe the picture Isaiah paints in chapter 53? 

• What is your reaction to verse 21, where it states we are chosen to suffer? 

• How does Christ’s example help us when we are being persecuted? 

• Describe a time when either suffered or were persecuted for your faith in Jesus? 

FURTHER READING:  1 PETER 3:8-17

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



WEDNESDAY | MAY 19, 2021

READ:  1 PETER 2:21-25 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He himself carried our sins in his body on the cross. He did it so that we would die as far as sins are 
concerned. Then we would lead godly lives.” - 1 Peter 2:24a

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

In the last two days, we have looked at Christ’s life as the model on which to base our lives. In our text today, we will discover 
what Jesus did for us that causes us to follow Him. Peter straightforward in his text, states what Christ did for us. He has told 
us Jesus has never committed a sin nor told a lie. He lived a sinless life. Yet, it was Jesus who carried our sins in his body to 
Calvary. It was our sins that nailed Him to the cross. Christ received the punishment for what our sins deserved. He was willing 
to suffer and take our persecution. And this with all the power of heaven at His disposal had He chosen to use it for rescue, but 
He did not. The point is Jesus willingly laid down His life for us! 

The death penalty was a common sentence during the first century. However, Jews during that day never crucified a criminal; 
they would stone them to death.  If the criminal were incredibly evil, they would hang the body on a tree until evening as a 
mark of shame.  Treated as a common criminal, although innocent, Jesus died on a tree, on a cross to bear the Law’s curse.  
What’s even more striking about Jesus’ death are the many paradoxes associated with the cross.  Christ was wounded for our 
healing. Jesus died so you and I could live. We died with Him, now dead to sin so that we can live in righteousness. The heal-
ing Peter mentions in paradox form, is not physical healing but spiritual. Recovery of our souls. The Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 
by His stripes took away the sins of the world. His death makes it possible for believers to be free from both the penalty and the 
power of sin and live for Him. 

The day Jesus voluntarily carried our sins to the cross, He became our Substitute. In yesterday’s text, Peter referred us to the 
words of Isaiah 53 for a vivid picture of what took place on our behalf. I encourage you to reread Isaiah 53, especially pay-
ing close attention to verses 9 and 12. When Jesus gave his life for us, please understand that He did not die as a martyr. A 
martyr bears witness to the truth and suffers death in the cause of Christ. You may remember that Stephen was the first of many 
followers who died as a martyr, but Jesus died as a Savior, a sinless substitute. Our Substitute. He bore the sacrifice of our sins 
for us. We deserved the punishment, but Jesus received it in our place! And He did for us.

• What was the purpose for Jesus’ suffering? 

• What was the nature of His suffering? 

• What benefits come to others because of His suffering and death?

• How have you experienced rejection from others because of your faith?

• Has obedience to God ever made you feel like you were “cut off” from the land of the living? 

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 103

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



THURSDAY | MAY 20, 2021

READ:  1 PETER 2:21-25 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “…His wounds have made you whole.” - 1 Peter 2:24b

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

As we continue our study in 1 Peter 2:21-25, today’s focus turns to the many paradoxes we find referred to by what Christ did 
for us on the cross. Several paradoxical proclamations are located in the shadow of the cross. A paradox is a form of expres-
sion which seems absurd or self-contradictory but at the same time expresses a fundamental truth. A paradox typically pushes 
the hearer into a deeper sphere of thought and contemplation. The expression itself may even feel hyperbolic with its apparent 
element of contradiction, but yet, grabs our attention and demands consideration. That is precisely what we find in the phrase, 
“by His wounds we are healed.” Other examples of paradox in the Bible include when Jesus told Nicodemus a person must 
be “born again,” or when Jesus said, “it’s easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  The point is not to focus on the literal expression or statement but to understand its essential purpose.  

Peter used a paradox to show the essential purpose of Jesus’s wounds, which bring healing to you and me. This healing he 
speaks of is not our physical healing but is instead the spiritual healing of our soul. Psalm 103:3 says, “He forgives all my sins. 
He heals all my sicknesses.”  The reference here is our salvation. It is by Christ’s suffering and death that our spiritual healing 
gets accomplished. And the “healing,” our salvation, is for every individual who trusts Jesus Christ as his Savior. He bore our 
sins on the cross. He suffered our punishment. We are now dead to the consequences of our sin; the blood of Jesus removes all 
the power of guilt and shame.  And taking it one step further, Jesus’ suffering functions as an example for all who believe. We 
are to follow the pattern of Christ, enduring the persecution of our day. As His disciples, we will suffer and take pain and insult 
due to our allegiance to the One who died for us. Ultimately, by our example, may others be drawn to faith in Christ. 

• Why is today’s key verse called a paradox?

• Can you think of any other paradoxes in the Bible not mentioned here? 

• Peter’s emphasis here was on our spiritual healing, do you think it can extend to physical healing as well?  
When will our ultimate physical healing take place?

• What are the implications of our living by the example set by Christ? 

FURTHER READING:  PHILIPPIANS 2:25-30; JOHN 1:29

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION



FRIDAY | MAY 21, 2021

READ:  1 PETER 2:21-25 

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “You were like sheep who were wandering away. But now you have returned to the Shepherd. He is the 
Leader of your souls.” - 1 Peter 2:25 

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

We have been studying 1 Peter 2:21-25, and we have since discovered that our role model is to be Jesus Christ.  We have 
seen what He did for us on the cross; he died for our sins.  He died so that by His wounds, we would have salvation. And final-
ly, in verse 25, we find in Jesus, the Leader of our souls, our great Shepherd.  We have been for so long, like wandering sheep 
without a shepherd, slipping away from the flock.  But Christ came to be our Shepherd, gathering the sheep to himself. 

What I find interesting about this metaphor of the Shepherd and the sheep is that in the Old Testament, the sheep would die for 
the Shepherd, but here, in the New Testament at Calvary, the Shepherd died for the sheep.  Recall from yesterday that Jesus, 
who is the Shepherd, bore our sins on the cross for the supreme purpose that we might die to sin.  What he means by this is that 
we might no longer take part in sin, that we should run away from or depart from it. Only through the Shepherd’s death could 
new life be imparted. Peter wants us to live for righteousness now that we have been returned to spiritual health by the wounds 
of Christ. 

Interestingly, it was Peter whom Jesus commanded to “feed my sheep” and who now uses this familiar metaphor of sheep wan-
dering astray in describing sinners. When we accept Christ as Savior and Lord, we become like lost sheep who have returned 
to the Shepherd. Peter uses this word picture because he would have been familiar with such imagery from listening to Jesus 
teach. And as our Shepherd, Jesus becomes the overseer of our souls. The word overseer in Greek means “bishop.” A bishop 
was charged with the duty of seeing that things got done correctly by those who were supposed to be doing them the right 
way.  He’s like a guardian or superintendent. Because every lost sinner is like a lost sheep gone astray from the safety of the 
Shepherd and is unable to help himself, the Shepherd went out to search for the lost sheep and gave His life for the sheep! 

Now that we have returned to the sheep pen and are safely back in the care of the Shepherd, He watches over us so that we 
don’t go astray and get into sin trouble. Our Savior and Shepherd Jesus Christ, who now sits at the right hand of the Father in 
heaven, continues to watch over His sheep, protecting and perfecting them. Peter conveys this wonderful truth in this short text. 
As we continue to live godly lives and submit to the suffering and persecution we face in this world, we follow in the footsteps 
of Christ and become more like Him. When we take this path not just for our sakes but for the Lord’s, we grow spiritually. 
Although the lost sheep of the world are watching us, the Shepherd is watching over us from heaven, so fear not. When we 
submit to the Great Shepherd, we know that He works all things together for our good and His glory! Do you know Him?

• How might you explain to someone the meaning of Jesus’ death and resurrection? 

• How does it bring you reassurance of God’s forgiveness and love?

• What does it mean to us to follow in the footsteps of Christ?

• How does walking in His footsteps help us grow spiritually? 

• How does is make you feel knowing the Great Shepherd is watching over you from heaven?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 8:17-22

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=ADORATION  C=CONFESSION  T=THANKSGIVING  S=SUPPLICATION


