
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
FRIDAY:  JULY 31, 2020

READ:  EPHESIANS 6:10-20

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Our fight is not against human beings. It is against the rulers, the authorities and the powers of this 
dark world. It is against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly world.” - Ephesians 6:12

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

When life hurts all around us there is hope.  Those who call themselves followers of Jesus Christ call him the “blessed hope.”  
Each day that we live in this world we are to be watching and praying for the return of our “blessed hope – Jesus Christ!”  I 
pray and watch each day that God gives me breath, that today will be the day he sends his son, our groom to call home his 
bride, the Church.  Are you watching? Are you praying? Are you dressed and equipped to live in the last days?

I wanted to share a couple of scripture verses with you that pertain to this concept of “watching and praying.” Matthew 24:42 
says, “So keep watch. You do not know on what day your Lord will come.” We are to watch because in Matthew 26:41 we are 
told, “Watch and pray. Then you won’t fall into sin when you are tempted. The spirit is willing. But the body is weak.” Further, 
we are taught to watch and pray so we will be counted worthy to escape the final tribulation. In Luke 21:36 he states: “Always 
keep watching. Pray that you will be able to escape all that is about to happen. Also, pray that you will not be judged guilty 
when the Son of Man comes.”

As followers of Christ we are to be watching for our “blessed hope.”  James has been giving us practical teaching on how we 
should live as we await our blessed hope and Titus affirms it in chapter 2:11-13 of his letter.  Titus affirms, “For the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,”12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Savior Jesus Christ. (KJV) Again I say, we are to be looking for the “Blessed Hope”.   

We are to be looking for the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Paul writes to the church in Thessalonica concern-
ing this matter to comfort them saying, “But we belong to the day.  So let us control ourselves. Let us put the armor of faith and 
love on our chest. Let us put on the hope of salvation like a helmet. God didn’t choose us to receive his anger (wrath).  He chose 
us to receive salvation because of what our Lord Jesus Christ has done. Jesus died for us.  Some will be alive when he comes. 
Others will be dead. Either way, we will live together with him.  So cheer each other up with the (blessed) hope you have. Build 
each other up. In fact, that’s what you are doing.”  The blessed hope is our salvation and it saves us from the wrath of God!

The question remains, “how do I dress for these last days” as a believer in Jesus Christ?  I heard recently in a pastor’s message 
that are problem, as we battle in these last days, is we are trying to fight a spiritual battle with worldly weapons.  That’s why 
we fail.  We are facing a spiritual battle.  The battle is not with our brothers and sisters in Christ as the enemy would have us 
believe.  It is Satan and the principalities of this world that seek to sow division in us through pestilence, ethnicity, and politics.  
Paul tells us exactly what we’re facing in Ephesians 6:12, “Our fight is not against human beings. It is against the rulers, the au-
thorities and the powers of this dark world. It is against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly world.”  Paul clearly instructs 
us on what we should be putting on if we are to win this battle.  We are to cloth ourselves with the armor of God!  When we 
dress ourselves in the armor of God, we always come out of the battle victorious!  In these last days stop trying to fight with 
worldly weapons and fight using the full armor of God and win!  

With the way our country and world are behaving it seems very clear to me that we are living in the last days that Jesus and 
the disciples warned us about.  While true, we are not to live in fear. As awful as the days are right now, we should be excited 
for the return of our blessed hope, Jesus Christ, which is getting closer with each day.  That fact that I have the full armor of 
God at my disposal gives me the courage to fight on.  Knowing that my salvation is secure in Christ I am empowered to share 
the reason for my hope and to warn others that they do not want to be here on earth for God’s coming wrath.  Let’s share with 
them the only way to escape which is to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior!  Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and Life.  
NO ONE gets to the Father in Heaven except through me.” I want everyone I know to know this.  I want them to choose Jesus, 
my blessed hope and to cloth themselves with the full armor of God and join me in the battle!  How about you?



• If you haven’t made Jesus your Savior and Lord, please do it today.

• Receive Him and put on the full armor of God. 

• Watch and pray for your blessed hope!  He is coming again and soon!

FURTHER READING:  JOHN 14

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Seeking Him,  

Pastor Randy


