
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
MONDAY:  SEPTEMBER 28, 2020

READ:  ACTS 13:4-12

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “When the governor saw what had happened, he believed. He was amazed at what Paul was teach-
ing about the Lord.” - Acts 13:12

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Paul and Barnabas visit an island called Cyprus, sent by the Holy Spirit, to reach out to the island magistrate. It seems that the 
Paulus, the Governor, sent for Paul and Barnabas, curious to hear their message. Having landed on the eastern side of the 
island, they made their way west to Paphos, where the Governor lived.  Paphos known for paganism, was famous for a temple 
built there to the goddess Venus.  Upon arrival, Paul and Barnabas met a Jewish man called Bar-Jesus. He was a deputy of 
the Governor but also a sorcerer and magician. We don’t know whether or not Bar-Jesus knew that the Governor had sent for 
Paul and Barnabas, but he was all about stopping them from meeting with him. The text tells us that Bar-Jesus tried to keep the 
Governor from becoming a believer.   

Paulus, a Gentile that worked for the Roman government, was prudent, intelligent, and a considerate leader—being of such 
character, he desired to hear the word of God from Paul and Barnabas. When that which we hear tends to lead us to God, it is 
prudent for us to want to hear more of it. In our culture, those who seek God are ranked among the foolish. Like Elymas, there 
are those among us today who seek to stop the spread of the gospel. Satan uses many a false-prophet to obstruct those whom 
God has called for his purpose. Paul and Barnabas called this pawn of Satan out, and we must do the same today when we 
come across those who seek to stop the teaching of God’s word. 

Satan is still busy using great men and men of power, working to keep them from being religious; because he knows that their 
example, whether good or bad, will influence many. And those who are in any way instrumental seeking to prejudice people 
against God’s truth and the ways of Christ are doing the devil’s work. We see this all around us. The current unrest in our 
country comes by Satan’s army seeking to deceive, confuse, divide, and destroy everyone in their way to achieve power for 
the establishment of a one-world system of government. The battle we face is spiritual. We must fight back with the weapons of 
God and not of the flesh to win. 

Paul and Barnabas, filled by the Holy Spirit with a burning desire, a holy zeal to stand against the professed enemy of Christ. 
God filled them with the power to denounce His wrath against the false prophet. We, too, are filled with the Holy Spirit and 
have access to the same power over the enemy of Christ today! Satan is subtle but void of wisdom. He is full of mischief. There 
are people in high places of control throughout our world who are full of the craftiness and misconduct of their father, the devil. 
If they are with the devil, they are adversaries of heaven and enemies of all that is righteous. They are the enemies of the doc-
trines of Christ.  Just turn on the news.

For those who seek to stop the spread of the doctrines of Christ, we must call them out. Here is why. First, the Lord Jesus’s 
ways are right; they are the only right ways to heaven and happiness.  Secondly, because some seek to destroy these right 
ways, who not only wander out of these ways themselves, but mislead others, and suggest to them unjust prejudices against 
these ways: as if the doctrine of Christ were uncertain and precarious, the laws of Christ unreasonable and impractical, and 
the service of Christ unpleasant and unprofitable, which is an unjust perverting of the right ways of the Lord, and making them 
seem crooked ways.  Finally, those who pervert the right ways of the Lord are commonly so hard-hearted that, though the righ-
teousness of Christ is set before them by the most powerful and commanding evidence, they will still not believe. Like Elymas, 
many today find themselves “spiritually” blind because they fail to see the truth and believe. They have allowed their hearts to 
become hard and oppose the word of Christ to their eternal detriment.    

Had Elymas repented, giving God glory and confessing his short-sightedness, God would have restored both Elymas’ physical 
and spiritual sight. Thankfully, Paulus heard the message of Christ and believed!  The same is available for you and me today. 
If we will repent and turn to God and believe, pledging our full allegiance to Christ, He will restore us. For all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God. When we confess, God is faithful to forgive us and to restore us to a right relationship with him. 
Amen.



• What types of people are you most comfortable talking with about Christ? Why?

• When have people tried to turn you away from your faith in Christ? What happened?

• How do you deal with such pressures?

• When should you strongly confront people who oppose Jesus?

FURTHER READING:  HOSEA 14

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

Growing in Christ,  

Pastor Randy


