
HOPE WHEN LIFE HURTS
TUESDAY:  JULY 21, 2020

READ:  JAMES 1:21-24

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “Don’t just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if you do that. You must do what it says.”  
- James 1:22

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Yesterday we discovered how to put the Word of God to use in our lives by being swift to listen.  However, we must do more 
than just listen to the Word.  We need to remove any sin in our lives and do it in such a way as to reflect a spiritual meekness.  
James proclaims to his readers to not only to listen to the Word but do what it says!  When the “Word” is planted in us here 
are some things we cannot do:

• Sow bad habits and reap a good character.

• Sow jealously and hatred and reap love and friendship.

• Sow wicked thoughts and reap a clean life.

• Sow wrong deeds and live righteously.

• Sow crime and get away with it.

• Sow crooked dealings and succeed indefinitely.

• Sow self-indulgence and not show it in your face.

• Sow disloyalty and reap loyalty from others.

• Sow dishonesty and reap integrity.

• Sow profane words and reap clean speech.

• Sow disrespect and reap respect.

• Sow deception and reap confidence.

• Sow cruelty and reap kindness.

• Sow wastefulness and reap thriftiness.

• Sow cowardice and reap courage.

• Sow destruction of other people’s property and reap protection for our own.

• Sow greed and envy and reap generosity.

• Sow neglect of the Lord’s house and reap strength in temptation.

• Sow neglect of the Bible and reap a well-guided life.

—James Nankivell

The second way we put the Word of God to work in our lives according to James is to lay aside all filthiness in our lives.  The 
word ‘filthiness’ means anything that defiles us in God’s sight must be put aside, done away with, and avoided.  We see from 
our illustration that we cannot sow sin and filthiness in our lives and claim to have the Word of God in us.  Wisdom teaches us 
that we will reap what we sow.   James’ point here is that we get rid of any remaining sin in our lives and fill that space with 
God’s truth.  

Part of what helps us eliminate the sin in our lives is what we talked about yesterday, being swift to listen. When we are swift to 
listen, it slows us from becoming angry. Listening allows us time to think and contemplate what God is wanting us to hear.  If we 
miss the listening step and anger prevails, we know that anger fails to yield the righteous life that God desires, which is one of 
the goals of James’ epistle.

• How does the term “Sunday Christian” illustrate James’ point in today’s text?

• In what areas of your life could you do a better job at applying God’s Word rather than merely listening to it?



• What can you do to keep yourself from being polluted by the world?

FURTHER READING:  PSALM 141

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  Ask God to help you listen more and speak less, so that you can do what the 
Word says and discern His good and perfect will for your life.

A=adoration  

C=confession  

T=thanksgiving  

S=supplication

In God’s Grace,  

Pastor Randy


