
STORIES OF HOPE
WEEK 1: “JESUS IS ALIVE!” 

MONDAY: APRIL 13, 2020

READ: John 20:1-18

SCRIPTURE VERSE: “Jesus is Alive!” Mark 16:6

John gave more attention to the resurrection account than any other gospel writer. This event was extremely important to this 
beloved disciple. When news reached Jesus’ followers that He was not in the tomb, John and Peter ran to investigate. John only 
observed from the outside that Jesus was not there. It was only after Peter went into the tomb that John stepped inside. He saw 
the grave clothes and head wrap, lying as if they were an empty cocoon. Scripture says, “…he saw and believed” (John 20:8).

Another important person at the scene was Mary Magdalene. She had gone to the tomb first, before daylight possibly to 
anoint Jesus properly after His hasty burial. She and several other women came to give final care to the One who had given 
them freedom and unconditional love. They arrived to find the stone had been removed. Grave robbing was a common act 
and not beyond possibility because Jesus had been buried in a borrowed grave by a wealthy owner. Her first reaction was to 
run and tell the other followers.

After Peter and John observed the apparent tragedy, they returned home; but Mary, overcome by grief and sadness, stayed. 
She was not going anywhere without knowing what had happened to her Lord. She stepped inside and saw two angels. It’s 
interesting that Scripture does not indicate she was startled or afraid at their presence. The angels asked why she was crying. 
Mary responded with, “They have taken my Lord away, and I don’t know where they have put Him.” At that moment, Mary 
turned and saw someone she thought was the gardener. He called out, “Woman,” which was a polite address. Mary, so taken 
with grief and tears, did not recognize His voice and inquired if the Man knew where they had taken Jesus’ body. Then Jesus 
said, “Mary.” He called her by name, and suddenly she knew. She had been looking for a lifeless form and missed seeing the 
risen Savior!

One only can imagine her reaction. Grief and sadness surely left her countenance while being replaced with resplendent joy. 
Her need to hold on to what she thought was lost forever caused her to cling to the Master ever so tightly. Mary still had not 
grasped that her risen Lord was now Savior of all mankind. Jesus tenderly asked Mary to tell the brothers (male disciples) what 
she has seen. Regardless of the fact that most had deserted Him on that Day of Atonement, Jesus called them “brothers.” Noth-
ing can separate us from His love.

FOR DISCUSSION OR JOURNALING:

Discuss the following questions and use the readings and activities to teach and learn the main truth of the story.  Memorize 
this week’s scripture verse and reference.

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. What are some of your favorite memories of “Resurrection” Sunday?

2. What does your family do together to celebrate Jesus’ rising from the grave?

3. Think about each of the characters in our text today and what the range of emotions might have been like from what they experienced 
at the Last Supper on Thursday night through how they might be feeling on Sabboth morning.   What are your emotions as you follow 
Jesus through the Passover week? 

FURTHER READING: PSALMS 16

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration
C=confession
T=thanksgiving
S=supplication

Blessings for a great Monday,
Pastor Randy


