
UNLIMITED: THE LIFE YOU WERE MEANT TO LIVE
THURSDAY:  OCTOBER 22, 2020

READ:  JOHN 11:45-57

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “You don’t realize what is good for you. It is better if one man dies for the people than if the whole 
nation is destroyed.” - John 11:50

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

The early excitement of Jesus’ arrival onto the scene is waning.  His popularity has been plummeting since his “I am the Bread 
of Life” teaching.  Although some of his latest miracles have convinced many, the hearts of his opponents continue to harden.   
Unfortunately, most of the political and religious leaders have entirely misunderstood Jesus’ mission and intent.   If people begin 
to believe and follow Jesus, their power structure will be exposed and diminished.   They also fear that an uprising by the peo-
ple will alert the Romans, causing them to lose everything they have set up to benefit themselves.  When insurrection starts, the 
Romans become like bulls in a china shop, crushing everything and everyone involved.  Thus, the plot to have Jesus arrested 
and killed quietly was their plan.

Jesus was the one and only man that could die for the nation.  It was Caiaphas who pointed to the last sacrificial lamb and 
didn’t even know it.  The High Priest wanted Jesus out of their way so that business in the temple could continue. At the same 
time, God intended for Jesus’ death to be a substitutionary atonement for all.   Jesus’ death would abolish the old system of 
animal sacrifice replaced by his.  And His death was not only for Jews but for the whole world!   Many had come to Jerusalem 
for Passover and wanted to see Jesus.  He had always attended the national feasts in the past.  But this time, knowing what was 
about to happen, Jesus remained behind the scenes with his closest friends.  Jesus did this because He knew they wanted to 
arrest him.

When we accept Jesus, it secures everything for us, just like it would have for the Jewish nation.  The Jew’s lives would have 
never been the same. They would have been better.  The same is true for us today.  If we place our faith in Christ, we are never 
the same.  We are a new creation.  Our lives have become better than they were before!

• What responses does the Lazarus miracle produce? Why?

• What are the chief concerns of the leaders?

• How do they misunderstand the role of the Messiah?

• What would you have done if you were in the Sanhedrin?

• Would politics or truth win out with you?

FURTHER READING:  MATTHEW 26:1-5

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:  A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

In His Unlimited Love,  

Pastor Randy


