
THE STUDY OF PURPOSE
BLINDED BY THE LIGHT, PART 2
TUESDAY:  SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

READ:  ACTS 9:1-19

SCRIPTURE VERSE:  “He fell to the ground. He heard a voice speak to him. “Saul! Saul!” the voice said. “Why are you 
opposing me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus,” he replied. “I am the one you are opposing.” - Acts 9:4-5

TODAY’S THOUGHT:  

Yesterday I shared with you my come to Jesus moment.  God, using an old-fashioned revival meeting, a pastor, and the flash 
of magic, got the attention of a 10-year-old boy and changed the focus of my life from this world to His.  In our text today, 
we read about another man whose life was converted by his sudden confrontation with God.  As I mentioned yesterday, his 
name is Saul.  He was a Pharisee educated from a young age in the understanding of the Torah.  Saul saw the new church 
emerging as a severe threat to the religious establishment.  If fact, he was the number one enemy of the church.  He intended to 
stamp out the new movement and to arrest anyone involved in spreading their propaganda.  His persecution of the Christians 
centered in Jerusalem but soon began to focus on the surrounding areas once they scattered after Stephen’s stoning.  After 
approaching the high priest, Saul received official extradition papers to present to Damascus’s synagogues, allowing him to 
return Christian fugitives to Jerusalem.

Acts 9:3 describes Saul’s journey to Damascus in pursuit of Christians spreading the message of a resurrected Christ.  Travel-
ing the 150 miles northeast into Syria, Saul unexpectedly hit with a light from above so intense it blinded and took him to the 
ground.  The text calls it a “light from heaven.”   Later, he would describe the light as a “flash of bright light” or a “light brighter 
than the sun.”  However, you tell it, Saul remembers it vividly.  As a member of the religious establishment, Saul understood 
this light to be God’s presence.  Dazed on the ground, he heard a voice call out, “Saul! Saul! Why are you persecuting me?”  
God was calling Saul on the carpet for attacking His church letting him know that He takes it personally.  God is showing 
us that there are continuity and intimacy between Jesus and His church.  Christianity is both a person (Jesus) and a group 
(church).  Our faith begins individually with our conversion but then moves to the corporate church.  It seems that this is what 
Saul was seeking to stamp out. 

Saul, still dazed on the ground, answers, “who are you, Lord?”  Saul realized this as Yahweh, the LORD’s voice, which prob-
ably confused and scared him all the more.  The voice answered, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.”  Saul is having an 
encounter with the risen, Glorified Christ whose church he seeks to destroy.  Remember, Saul believed he was doing the will of 
God.  Saul is still on the ground from the result of the “flash.”  Those traveling with him came to his aid, not understanding what 
happened.  However, they did hear a voice or something but saw no one.

As the guys help Saul to his feet, he opens his eyes to discover that he can’t see.  This encounter is the first step in Saul’s con-
version process.  He thought he could “see” physically and spiritually because of what he knew.  As Saul stood to his feet, he 
realized his physical blindness as well as his spiritual blindness.  After his encounter with Christ, he is blind for a short time, but 
his spiritual eyes were opened wide!  It is the same for us.  Before encountering Christ, we are blind to the life we can have 
in Him.  Once we hear the gospel message, our spiritual eyes open, and we can receive redemption by Christ’s blood.  This 
encounter marks our conversion, when we become a Christian, a believer, restored to a right relationship with God through his 
Son. Our spiritual transformation is more than an act of human will.  In the Old Testament, God converts man to his ways, while 
in the New Testament, it is the Holy Spirit’s ministry that makes it possible for us to turn from our sins to God. 

For Saul, his temporary physical blindness started his conversion from a gospel persecutor to a gospel proclaimer!  His buds 
led him into Damascus, where he spent three days blind, praying, fasting, and allowing God to reorient his mind and heart 
to God’s way.  The old Saul now converted to the new Saul.  As part of Saul’s change of heart and mind, God changed his 
name to Paul.  As history writes, God used Paul to write a large portion of the New Testament and lead many a Gentile to 
Christ while suffering tremendous persecution.

The act of conversion does not need to follow a set pattern.  Your transformation may take place suddenly like Saul, or it may 
happen over time as God moves in different ways throughout your life.  However this takes place in your life; please under-
stand that it is not just an emotional experience.  It must be defined as an act of the will and intellect, although emotion may 
play a part.  Our transformation takes concrete form as an actual turning away from sin, confessing faith in Christ, and renew-



ing our life in conformity with God and no longer with the world.   If the eyes of your heart have opened to the message of life 
transformation by the redeeming blood of Christ, why not do something about it today? Saul’s life changed in an instant, and 
so can yours! 

• Was Saul’s heart open to Jesus’ arrival? Why or why not?

• How do you think Saul felt when confronted by Jesus?

• How would you feel if you were Saul during those three days in Damascus?

• What do you think Saul was thinking about during those days?

• How did the Lord first get your attention?

FURTHER READING:  ACTS 26

SPEND SOME TIME IN PRAYER:

A=adoration  C=confession  T=thanksgiving  S=supplication

Seeking the light,  

Pastor Randy


